CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH

Worship at Central
Sun 7th

10:30 Zoe Ainsworth

Wed 6th

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with John North

Sun 14th

10:30 Rev Barbara Pettitt Palm Sunday
4pm SPACE at Kingsfold Methodist Church

Wed 17th

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Rev Barbara Pettitt

Thurs 18th
Friday

Maundy Thursday Service 7:30pm
Good Friday Service 10am
Followed by procession to the Flag Market at 10:45

Sun 21st

10:30 Rev Barbara Pettitt
Easter Day! Holy Communion

Wed 24th

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Tony Bonser

Sun 28th

10:30 Steve Gregory. All Age Worship

Wed 1st May

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Rev Mark Slaney

Would you like us to pray for you?
Leave your prayer on a card
in the Prayer tree corner

Prayer

At Central, its ok to worship in whatever way you feel comfortable
with. We are all different and God loves us all!
Times of worship are for keeping in touch with God, not your social network
. So please, be considerate and switch your phone to silent! Thankyou!
Rev Barbara Pettitt, Central Methodist Church, Lune Street Preston PR1 2NL
07784 791287 (Mobile) or 01772 881851 (Church)
Stewards: Ruth Millward-Hopkins, Sue Higham and Julia Blackett
Safeguarding Officers: Sarah Steele, Maureen Abson & Ann Curtis
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Wifi password: Ezekiel37

The Gateway Newsletter is
published 10 times a year ,
monthly except for January and
August. Notices for inclusion
should be received by the last
Sunday of the month
editor@centralmethodist.org.uk

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen

April 2019
Loving God,
Serving People,
Changing Lives
Minister: Rev Barbara Pettitt
Tel (07784) 791287
www.centralmethodist.org.uk

If you’ve managed to keep last years
Palm cross all year - bring it back on
Palm Sunday to be blessed again!
(Extra crosses will be available)

A Concert
for Hope
12/4/2019 - 7:30pm - 9pm
Bamber Bridge Methodist Church

Would you appreciate the reminder of a weekly envelope
for your church collection? The expenses of being a
church community occur continuously whether we are
able to attend or not. The "envelope scheme" encourages
people to give regularly by having an envelope for each
Sunday in the year, to help you remember!
If you would like to take part then please ask Simon
Millward-Hopkins. Its a new Tax Year and taxpayers
are especially urged to sign up for Gift Aid.

Domestic violence awareness training
21st May 2019 10am - 4pm
Fulwood Methodist Church
see Sarah Steele for details

Call in and experience Night Church.

Night Church

Night Church is a sacred place in the city centre where you can find peace, talk with others,
listen to music, maybe light a candle or pray late at night. It’s not a service, stay as long as
you want. We welcome people of all faiths and
those who have none.

Could you help on the night?
@nightchurchpreston First Saturday of the month - 9pm to midnight
Central Methodist Church, Lune Street, Preston, PR1 2NL
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A concert to stand alongside the
people of New Zealand and all
victims of terrorism. Singing,
comedy and togetherness.
A concert for hope.
Tips for travellers
‘It is God who works in you…to act according to his
good purpose.’
Philippians 2:13 NIV
As you travel through life on your spiritual journey, here are two important
tips to remember: 1) With God no experience is ever wasted. That includes
the painful and difficult ones. We may impress people with our strengths,
but we often connect with them best through our struggles. If you want to
motivate someone, don’t just tell them about all you’ve accomplished, talk
about the tests and trials you went through to get there. If you don’t, you may
seem beyond their reach. Indeed, some of the experiences you’re reluctant
to share may be the very things that will cause them to think, ‘If God could
do that for you, then He can do it for me too.’ In other words, you’ll give them
hope. 2) To succeed in God’s kingdom, you must serve others. Look at
Joseph. He used his talent, fame, and fortune to feed the world during a time
of famine; his reward came afterwards. When your goal is to meet other
people’s needs you’ll always be rewarded, and you’ll always have a future.
Jesus didn’t tell Peter to go out and gather a crowd together just so he’d
have someone to preach to. No. He simply said, ‘Feed my sheep’ (John
21:16 KJV). Pastor, if too many church pews are empty on Sunday morning,
do more than blame the people. Ask yourself, ‘How’s the food? How’s the
service?’ As long as there’s a spiritual hunger that nobody else is satisfying,
you have a future and a ministry. As you consider these two tips for travellers,
pray and ask God to make them part of your life.(UCB.CO.UK)
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Monday 8th April: Lent in the Minster (except it’s being held at Central Methodist Church), ecumenical series for the five Mondays in Lent starting at 7.30pm.
How well do you know the Wilderness? – Bishop Paul Swarbrick (also: Linda
McGuinness on ‘CAP’)
11th April @ Fulwood Methodist Church. Come and hear about the transformational work of
Christian Aid in Sierra Leone. Andrew Kirkham, Christian Aid's security Manager, has recently
returned from Sierra Leone. Come and hear about his experience visiting the projects and of
lives being transformed. There will also be an update on the Red Rose Training Centre from
John Spencer. Drinks from 7pm, talks starting 7:30pm Further info: rplatt@christian-aid.org
01925 582 819
Salvation Army - Urgent Appeal: We are in desperate need of food for the food bank! We
need pretty much everything apart from Cereal and dried pasta. We really are giving a
record number of parcels out at the moment - over 1000 bags given out in February!!!
Please contact the office if you require further information on 555425.
Preston Orpheus Choir are organising a “Come & Sing” JH Maunder's “Olivet to Calvary” on Saturday 13th April at St Leonard's church, Marshalls Brow, Penwortham, Preston, PR1 9JA. An
afternoon workshop from 2.30 to 5.30pm followed by an evening performance at 7.00pm. Singers £10, audience £5. More details (including a singer’s registration form) on the website:
www.prestonorpheuschoir.org. [Mick Gardner]
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He is not here; he has risen. Luke 24v5
Jesus of Nazareth was executed at Passover time in the year 30
or 31 or 33; (experts continue to debate an exact date). It was
when Pontius Pilate was Prefect of Judea. Shortly after his
death a new and very dynamic religious movement arose,
maintaining that death had been unable to silence Jesus; he was
alive, he was Lord.
He is not here; he has risen.
It is so improbable as to be laughable, but it was this belief that
differentiated this new movement from Judaism. The people were ordinary Jews
in every respect except this: they believed the Messiah had come, been
rejected by the powers that be, done to death on a cross and gloriously
raised by God to the power of endless life. With all who would believe in him
for all generations to come.
He is not here; he has risen.
The conviction of these early Jewish Christians was so strong their faith
spread so fast that within 30 years large numbers of the Jewish priesthood
had become believers, Rome had been heavily affected and so had Alexandria, Ephesus, Antioch and many other main cities of the Roman Empire. The
gospel spread into North Africa, inland Turkey and the Russian border. Clearly
something momentous had taken place.
He is not here; he has risen.
They come to the tomb, first the women with spices to anoint him and later
Peter. What he finds is staggering, unbelievable, it takes his breath away.
The stone was rolled away. The stone sealed the entrance to what was
effectively a cave. It was like a huge cartwheel, almost impossible to remove
and weighing several tons. It was sealed and there was a guard posted. Yet
the tomb was empty. The women told the men, the men were disbelieving –
who can blame them – yet they come to see for themselves. Peter is drawn
to the tomb and he finds the clothes lying off to the side. Jesus was no longer
there. John’s gospel tells us that when Peter sees he believes, but Luke
simply has him leaving the empty tomb wondering.
He is not here; he has risen.
For us 2,000 years later we have to make our own discovery of the
empty tomb. As we travel through holy week and on to resurrection
we have to make our own connection with the risen Jesus.
I pray that each of us may meet afresh with the risen Jesus this
Easter and renew our faith and commitment to him and His way.
Every Blessing
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Barbara

In the Press......
Methodist Eco Circuit and Eco District
A new scheme has been launched to continue
the ongoing commitment of the Methodist
Church to reduce its impact on God’s creation.
Eco Circuit and Eco District awards have been
developed to support the growing interest in
Eco Church. The new awards have been developed by the Methodist Church and A Rocha
UK, the organisation behind Eco Church, and
are similar to the Church of England Eco Diocese award. They provide recognition of the
concerns of circuits and districts in their care of
creation and will encourage further local
church engagement with Eco Church.

To become an Eco Circuit/Eco District, the circuit or district needs to:
Have an agreed environmental policy
Be recording and celebrating individual environmental initiatives
Have achieved the Eco Church Bronze level or
above in the Buildings category for its
district/circuit offices (where appropriate) and
land (where appropriate)
Have gained a number of Eco Church awards
across the circuit or district
The full list of criteria is available on the A Rocha UK website.

Brexit discussions
The President and Vice-President of the Methodist
Conference have released the following statement
in relation to the ongoing Brexit discussions.
We know that faithful Methodists hold a spectrum
of views on Brexit, as they do on many other issues that shape our country and world. We do not
minimise the challenge of responding to this hugely emotive issue. Yet we believe that, as Christians, we are bound to one another in Christ,
whatever our differences. And we are called serve
to our communities even, perhaps especially, in
these troubling times.
Churches around the country have been providing
safe spaces of welcome, reflection and conversation. Places where name-calling and abuse are not
acceptable, but where differing views can be heard.
Offering such a gift of welcome to our communities is not always easy. We hold each other in
prayer as we try to serve others at this time.
We also pray for the politicians and civil servants,
in this country and in the EU, who are at the centre
of this storm and must make important decisions.
We pray for those with whom we disagree as much
as those who share our personal views.
While we may feel at sea, blown about by a chaotic political process, we believe that we have an assurance that flows from the faithfulness of God.
And therefore we can offer love, practice compassion and speak justice to the communities we
serve.
www.methhodist.org.uk

www.methhodist.org.uk
Britain's young people have bought into the cohabitation "myth" as latest figures suggest
that nearly half of today's teenagers will never walk down the aisle.
In an analysis of new data from the Office for National Statistics, the Marriage Foundation found
that marriage is virtually disappearing among the under-25s as more and more couples choose to
live together without bothering to tie the knot. Whereas in 1970, 81 per cent of women and 62
per cent of men had married by the age of 25, today only 8 per cent of women and 4 per cent of
men in the same age category have done so. If the current trend continues, the Marriage Foundation predicts that 57 per cent of today's teenage girls and 55 per cent of teenage boys will eventually marry. This is well down from the 91 per cent of women and 86 per cent of men currently in
their 60s who have been married.
People are also increasingly waiting until they are older before getting married, with the 35 per
cent of men and 29 per cent of women getting married after the age of 30. This compares to only
11 per cent of men and 6 per cent of women who did the same back in 1970.

I TOOK YOUR PLACE
My word, it only seems like last week that we were all making preparations for the
Easter celebrations. Oh how time flies so quickly. I find this story most applicable for
this Month’s edition of our Church Gateway Magazine….
One day, a man went to visit a church for the Easter Service. He arrived early, parked
his car, and got out. Another car pulled up near him, and the driver told him, “I always
park there. You took my place!”
The visitor went inside for the Service, found an empty seat, and sat down. A young
lady from the church approached him and stated, “That’s my seat! You took my place!”
The visitor said nothing but was visibly upset by this rude interruption.
After the Service finished, the visitor went into the church assembly room where tea
and refreshments were on offer, and sat down. Another member walked up to him and
said, “That’s where I always sit. You took my place!”
The visitor was even more troubled by this treatment, but still said nothing. As the congregation were finishing their snacks the visitor stood up, his appearance began to
change.
Deep scars became visible on his hands, on his sandaled feet, and also around his forehead. Someone from within the congregation noticed him and called out, “Goodness
me ! What on Earth happened you?” The visitor respectfully replied…”I took your
place.”
PANCAKES (the wisdom of our children)
I often try to finish my gateway contribution with a smile….
….Kevin 5 and Ryan 3, began to argue over who would get the first pancake. Their
mother saw the opportunity to teach them a moral lesson, and said “If Jesus was sitting
here, He would say ‘Let my brother have the first one, I can wait. Kevin turned to his
brother and said” Ryan, you can be Jesus”!
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Our Wednesday Fellowship has moved to
two weekly! Everyone is welcome to join
us at Central at 7:30, finishes before 9pm
Next date will be 24th April

www.christianitytoday.com
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