CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH

Worship at Central
Sun 1st

10:30 Alan Gillies

Wed 4th

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Rev Jane Wild

Sun 8th

10:30 Janet Rich. Sara’s Baptism!
4pm SPACE at Fulwood Methodist Church

Wed 11th

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Carol Rose

Sun 15th

10:30 Rev Jane Wild

Wed 18th

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Rev Barbara Pettitt

Sun 22nd

10:30 Rev Barbara Pettitt
All Age Worship

Wed 25th

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
With Denise Johnson
10:30 Rev Ray Borg
4pm The Healing and Wholeness service has been
cancelled due to a clash of dates

Sun 29th

Wed 2nd Oct

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Rev Barbara Pettitt

Would you like us to pray for you?
Leave your prayer on a card
in the Prayer tree corner

Prayer

At Central, its ok to worship in whatever way you feel comfortable
with. We are all different and God loves us all!
Times of worship are for keeping in touch with God, not your social network
. So please, be considerate and switch your phone to silent! Thankyou!
Rev Barbara Pettitt, Central Methodist Church, Lune Street Preston PR1 2NL
07784 791287 (Mobile) or 01772 881851 (Church)
Stewards: Ruth Millward-Hopkins, Sue Higham and Julia Blackett
Safeguarding Officers: Sarah Steele, Maureen Abson & Ann Curtis
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Wifi password: Ezekiel37

The Gateway Newsletter is
published 10 times a year ,
monthly except for January and
August. Notices for inclusion
should be received by the last
Sunday of the month
editor@centralmethodist.org.uk

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen

September 2019
Loving God,
Serving People,
Changing Lives
Minister: Rev Barbara Pettitt
Tel (07784) 791287
www.centralmethodist.org.uk

Pastoral Worker - telephone 07719200451 or e-mail djpastoral@outlook.com

Wednesday 28th August Extraordinary Church Council 7:30pm
Monday 16th September Resources meeting 7pm
Monday 16th September Mission Group meeting 7:30pm
Wednesday 18th September Stewards Meeting 9am
Tuesday 8th October Church Council 7:30pm

New Ministers
welcome service

Sunday 29th September: The 9th Preston Pride event will be held on the flag market
in Preston. This year we are hoping to have a Christians at Pride presence as we seek
to continually offer radical hospitality and build bridges between Church and the
community. If you are interested in helping to plan and being involved in the day as
someone who identifies as LGBTQI, family or supporters please contact
rorackley@msn.com
Saturday 12th October: An invitation to join with the whole Church in Lancashire
10.30am – 4.30pm at Crossgate Church, Landmark, St Mary's Street North, Preston PR1
5LG. This event will celebrate diversity of Christian traditions. This event will engage
with issues that concern us all.

You Can Make a Difference

Penwortham Methodist Church
1st September at 6.30pm.
Come along and welcome
Rev Karen le Mouton and Rev Janet Titterton

It is with sadness that we inform you that The Board of
Methodist Action met recently and in view of the financial
position has resolved to place the charity into voluntary
liquidation.
All creditors and interested parties will be notified
directly. The Board is acting urgently with local authorities
to preserve the interests of tenants.
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‘I … am as a sparrow alone upon the housetop.’
Psalm 102:7 KJV
Do you feel unqualified for the job God has given
you? Do you think He picked the wrong person? Many scriptural heroes felt
the same. David, whose psalms encourage millions, ‘a man after [God’s]
own heart,’ lamented, ‘I … am as a sparrow alone upon the housetop’. It’s
hard to imagine a less significant bird, yet Jesus said, ‘Not a single sparrow
can fall to the ground without your Father knowing’ (Matthew 10:29 NLT).
One author writes: ‘In our impersonal world it’s easy to underestimate the
significance of one. With so many who seem more capable, gifted,
prosperous, and important, who am I to think my part amounts to much?
Aren’t you glad Martin Luther King Jr., Walt Disney, Winston Churchill, Irving
Berlin, Abraham Lincoln, Charles Wesley, [and Mother Teresa] didn’t think
that way?…How many people did it take to help the victim on the Jericho
road? How many were chosen to confront Pharaoh and lead the Exodus?
How many lost sheep were of concern to the shepherd? How many did God
use to prepare the way for the Messiah? Just one! Centuries ago a woman
named Esther thought there was nothing she could do. She was the Jewish
wife of a Persian king, about to be tricked into making a disastrous decision
that would exterminate the Jews … Like everyone who stands in the gap,
Esther was willing to get involved to the point of sacrifice, and say, “If I perish,
I perish” (Esther 4:16). Today ask yourself, “What should I be doing?” You
can make a difference.’ (UCB.CO.UK)
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1st Sept
Front Door Ruth MillwardSteward
Hopkins
Inside
Door &
Offertory
Stewards

Simon
MillwardHopkins &
Geoff Tyson

Coffee
served
today
by....

Andrew and
Valerie
Waterhouse
Ron
Bosworth

Today
the
flowers
have
been
given
by...

Andrew and
Valerie
Waterhouse
in memory of
Ivy Jackson

8th

15th

22nd

29th

Sue Higham

Ruth Millward-Hopkins

Sue Higham

Ruth MillwardHopkins

Ron
Bosworth &
Angela
Parker

Stella Swift
&
Bill Manning

Valerie &
Andrew
Waterhouse,
Bill
Swindlehurst

Simon
MillwardHopkins &
Geoff Tyson

Coffee Rota back to normal!
Bill and
Olwen
Swindlehurst

Kate and
Pete
Johnstone

Stella Swift
Sue Higham &
Julia and
Sheena
Sarah Blackett
Rhodes

Bill and Olwen
Swindlehurst
in memory of
Peter and Pat
Butterworth

Julia and
Paul
Blackett

Sheena
Rhodes in
loving memory
of Nichol and
Joyce Rhodes

Preston Methodist Voices (The Circuit Choir): Do you enjoy singing much loved
hymns, psalms and spiritual songs? Would you like to meet others who do so?
Then come and join us to prepare music for various services including circuit
events and our church anniversary concert at Ingol on Saturday 21st September. ALL rehearsals are on Tuesdays at Penwortham Methodist Church starting
at 7:30pm on 27th August. Contact for more details or questions: Jason McMahon,
jason.mcmahon@live.co.uk or 07871 273721
Salvation Army Food Bank: Please continue to support this over the summer holidays.

Craft and Chat: From Wednesday 4th September 2019 CRAFT & CHAT will be
transferring from Ashton Methodist Church Centre, Wellington Road to St. Michael
and All Angel’s Church Hall, Tulketh Road, Ashton –on-Ribble PR2 1AJ. 2-4pm. All are
welcome: past, present and new members. Further details: Janice 731191 or Myra
725932
Dementia Friends Sessions: Denise Johnson has recently hosted a Dementia Friends
Session in Bamber Bridge Methodist Church which was attended by people from across
the circuit who wanted to gain a better understanding of Dementia. It was lead by a
trainer from the Alzheimers Society. These sessions are informal and last around one
hour. Denise would like to organise more across the Circuit. If you are interested in
hosting a session in one of your churches or in attending one of these sessions please let
me know and I can make the arrangements. Many thanks Denise Johnson, Circuit
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Dear All,
This is the final Newsletter before Barbara returns to
us this month after her Adoption Leave. On behalf of
the church family I would like to extend two special
messages:
Firstly, a huge thank you to the Rev Roger Stubbins
whom many of you will have met on Wednesdays throughout
July and August, and who led us in Communion recently. We
thank God for calling him to the ministry he has shared with us
over these past two months – he has been a real blessing not
only to the worshipping community of the church but also to the
many people he has befriended, supported, chatted with and
visited in the Olive Grove Coffee Shop and from the church
family. We have been blessed by you and your ministry Roger,
and hope our friendship will now continue!
Secondly, a huge welcome back to Barbara, who of course has
often joined us in worship over the past months with Sara, and
at times, the whole family. It is a joy that her return is being
prefaced by the baptism of Sara and we continue to pray for and
support them as a family as they grow together with each other
and with you and we ask a special blessing on Sara as she battles ongoing challenges with the strength and character you
have granted her!
We hope you feel revived, Barbara as…
… full steam ahead we move into the final part of 2019 together
with all the challenges we are already facing as a church and
circuit. Let’s remember what God said…
” For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11
Ruth, Julia and Sue.
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In the Press......
Church leaders’ letter to the new Prime Minister: a no-deal Brexit is gambling with the basic needs of our
poorest citizens
An open letter to the new Prime Minister from leaders of seven Christian denominations expresses concern

that failing to agree a deal on Brexit will “hit those held back by poverty very hard indeed”.
Dear Mr Johnson,
As Churches, we have a particular care and concern for the people in our society who are locked in poverty.
Around the country, local churches are helping families to cope with the rising tide of poverty. Projects
range from simple coffee mornings run by a few volunteers, to large projects such as foodbanks, homeless
support, employment advice and debt counselling.
With this in mind, we are compelled to write expressing our urgent concern about your position that leaving
the European Union without a deal is acceptable. Advice and data from multiple reputable sources, including the UK Government, indicate that failing to agree a deal will hit those held back by poverty very hard
indeed.

Dorothy Frances Gurney

Hopefully, most of our readers may recall in a recent Gateway Magazine
that I made a comment about the phrase “Nearer to God in your Garden”.
My curiosity got the better of me, and I just had to find out where the actual
phrase re “God’s
Garden” originated… I discovered that it was part of a most beautiful poem
by Dorothy Frances Gurney, a famous English poet and hymn writer. (Oct
4th 1858 – June 15th 1932)
I share my joy with you by reproducing the full particular
poem in question. I hope you enjoy it as much as I do?

The UK imports 10,000 shipping containers of food from the EU each day. These containers are part of
long and complex integrated supply chains. Even minor disruptions to this chain have in the past rapidly
had serious consequences. A no-deal Brexit will cause a huge and potentially crippling disruption. Government and many other reputable sources highlight the immediate risk of shortages and price rises. Over the
longer term they point to the costs of new and less fluid supply chains increasing food bills for families.
Last year our partner, Trussell Trust, which represents around half of the UK’s foodbanks, gave out a
record-breaking 1.6 million 3-day supplies of food. At a time when increasing numbers of families have
difficulties putting enough food on the table, we believe it is irresponsible to consider a course of action
that is expected to make that situation worse.
It is also unclear how a wide range of other vital products and services will continue to be delivered in the
event of a no-deal Brexit. Government, industry and charity sources indicate potential problems with both
energy and medical supplies.
The UK Government’s no-deal planning documents highlight that many of the difficulties caused by a nodeal Brexit can only be tackled in collaboration with the EU. The Cabinet Office states that for many issues
we must seek accommodations with the EU which are “not within the UK’s gift to unilaterally control or
mitigate”. In essence, the Government will be relying on the hope that our former EU partners are willing to
cooperate even without an agreement – a huge gamble to take with the basic needs of our poorest citizens
and communities.
The impacts of a no-deal Brexit are at best highly uncertain, and at worst deeply worrying. Our view that it
would put at risk the welfare and safety of the poorest communities in the UK is formed on the basis of the
best available evidence, including our presence in local communities in every part of the UK . It is notable
that assurances about our ability to cope with a no-deal Brexit, while frequent, are yet to be supported by
substantial evidence.
Evidence-free dismissals of well-founded concerns are at this stage both dangerous and inappropriate. Your
Government’s willingness to embrace a no-deal Brexit places upon it a responsibility to demonstrate that
the most vulnerable in our communities, those locked in poverty, will not be harmed.
We ask that your Government urgently publishes its current evidence on the impact of a no-deal Brexit on
disadvantaged communities. We would also be pleased to welcome you to one of our many projects to hear
from those who a no-deal Brexit may most impact.
Rather than being absent from the debate, this evidence and these communities should be at the heart of our
debates around Brexit. We assure you of our prayers as you take up this challenging new role.
Yours sincerely (Methodist Church of Great Britain, the United Reformed Church, the Baptist Unions of
Great Britain, Scotland and Wales, the Church of Scotland, the Salvation Army, Quakers in Britain and the
Scottish Episcopal Church)
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Crikey, I do love that poem. Bye for now.
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