CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH

Worship at Central
Sun 1st
Wed 5th
Sun 8th

10:30 Revd Barbara Pettitt Holy Communion
Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Denise Johnson
10:30 R Ainsworth
4pm SPACE at Fulwood Methodist Church

Wed 11th

Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Rev Barbara Pettitt

Sun 15th

10:30 Revd Barbara Pettitt, All Age Worship

Wed 18th

Lunchtime Carol Service 1pm with Rev Barbara Pettitt

Sun 22nd

10:30 S. Selvaretnam

Tue 24th

4pm Carol Service with Revd Barbara Pettitt

Wed 25th
Sun 29th

10:30 Christmas Day! Revd Barbara Pettitt
10:30 Revd Barbara Pettitt
5pm Circuit Carol Service at Kingsfold Methodist Ch
No lunchtime worship today
10:30 Rev Barbara Pettitt Covenant Sunday
Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Carol Rose
10:30 Steve Gregory
4pm SPACE at Ashton Methodist Church
Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Rev Ray Borg
10:30 Rev Barbara Pettitt, All Age worship
Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Revd Barbara Pettitt
10:30 Denise Johnson
Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Carol Rose

Wed 1st
Sun 5th
Wed 8th
Sun 12th
Wed 15th
Sun 19th
Wed 22nd
Sun 26th
Wed 29th

Would you like us to pray for you?
Leave your prayer on a card in the Prayer tree corner or
leave a prayer on our website in confidence

Times of worship are for keeping in touch with God, not your social network.
So please, be considerate and switch your phone to silent! Thankyou!
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Wifi password: Ezekiel37

December 2019 & January 2020
Loving God, Serving Others, Changing Lives

Prayer

Rev Barbara Pettitt, Central Methodist Church, Lune Street Preston PR1 2NL
Tel: 01772 881851 (Church) (07784) 791287 (Home)
Stewards: Sue Higham, and Ruth Millward-Hopkins, Julia Blackett
Safeguarding Officers: Sarah Steele, Maureen Abson, Ann Curtis

T

a
t
e
G
w
e
ay
h

The Gateway Newsletter is
published 10 times a year ,
monthly except for January and
August. Notices for inclusion
should be received by the last
Sunday of the month
editor@centralmethodist.org.uk

Minister: Rev Barbara Pettitt
Tel (07784) 791287

www.centralmethodist.org.uk

Church donations
19th

Thursday
December Lancashire Sings Christmas 7:00pm
Christmas Eve Carol Service 4:00pm
Christmas Day Service 10:30am
5th January 2020, Covenant Service
28th January Church Council 7:30pm
29th January One2One Listening Management Board meeting 7:30pm

Wednesdays, 2pm at Church
4th Dec Old Testament prophets
11th Dec John the Baptist
18th Dec Mary
Join us for a
‘Walk off the Turkey’ walk!

The walked planned is at Entwistle Reservoir
(Car Park BL7 0LU). The walk is 3 miles with
plenty of places to stop and rest along the
way. The path is level and suitable for
pushchairs and wheelchairs.

If you are driving and have
a spare seat to offer a lift to
others please say so, so
we can give a lift to those
who need.
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(£10 each)
We are buying copies of Singing
the Faith to add to our Worship.
Would you like to contribute to the
funds needed to buy these?
Please pass your gift in an
envelope to a Steward before
the end of December. Thankyou!

‘Love your enemies.
Let them bring out the best in you.’ Matthew 5:43

You are invited to join the Methodist Church
family for a walk on Saturday 28th December.

you want to join us can you
let Rachel Rackley know
on rorackley@msn.com.
By 15th Dec,

See
Simon Millward-Hopkins
for information

We have new envelopes for
occasional donations. These
blue envelopes are available
in the church or by the
contactless donation machine.
Envelopes can be left at the
counter or with a Steward
Thankyou!

Advent Bible Studies

If we meet at 10.30 we might be ready for a
hot drink and a lite bite to eat at The
Strawberry Duck by 12.00 noon.
http://www.thestrawburyduck.co.uk

Could you…

New
Hymn
Books!

If you plan on having lunch, I suggest we
make our choices and I can let the
manager of the Strawberry Duck know so
that they can reserve tables
and be ready for the rush!
Family and Friends visiting?
Bring them along too!
THE WALK WILL BE
CANCELLED IN THE
EVENT OF HEAVY
RAIN/SNOW.

When people mistreat you, Jesus makes clear how you
should respond. ‘Here’s another old saying that deserves
a second look: “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.” Is that going
to get us anywhere? Here’s what I propose: “Don’t hit
back at all.” If someone strikes you, stand there and take
it. If someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, giftwrap
your best coat and make a present of it. And if someone takes unfair advantage of
you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live
generously. You’re familiar with the old written law, “Love your friend,” and its
unwritten companion, “Hate your enemy.” I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to
love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When
someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you
are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God
does. He gives his best - the sun to warm and the rain to nourish - to everyone,
regardless: the good and the bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is love the
lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello to
those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.
In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it.
Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others,
the way God lives toward you’ (vv. 38-48 MSG).
Bottom line: Respond in a Christlike way..(UCB.CO.UK)
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8th

15th

Front Door
Steward

Sue Higham

Ruth MilwardHopkins

Sue Higham

Inside
Door &
Offertory
Stewards

Ron
Bosworth &
Angela
Parker

Stella Swift
&
Bill Manning

Valerie &
Andrew
Waterhouse,
Bill
Swindlehurst

Simon
MillwardHopkins &
Geoff Tyson

Ron
Bosworth &
Angela
Parker

Coffee
served
today
by....

Julia and
Sarah
Blackett,
Stella Swift
Rachel Rackley

Sue Higham

Andrew and
Valerie
Waterhouse
Ron
Bosworth

Bill and
Olwen
Swindlehurst

Kate and
Pete
Johnstone

Flowers
by…

Sue Higham
in memory of
Duncan

Joan Cookson
in memory of
Doris

Pete and
Maureen
Abson

Angela
Parker

Sheena
Rhodes

22nd

29th

1st

Ruth Milward- Sue Higham
Hopkins

12th

19th

26th

2nd Feb

Front Door
Steward

Ruth MilwardHopkins

Sue Higham

Ruth MilwardHopkins

Sue Higham

Ruth MilwardHopkins

Inside
Door &
Offertory
Stewards

Stella Swift
&
Bill Manning

Valerie &
Andrew
Waterhouse,
Bill
Swindlehurst

Simon
MillwardHopkins &
Geoff Tyson

Ron
Bosworth &
Angela
Parker

Stella Swift
&
Bill Manning

Coffee
served
today
by....

Julia and
Sarah
Blackett,
Stella Swift
Rachel Rackley

Sue Higham

Andrew and
Valerie
Waterhouse
Ron
Bosworth

Bill and
Olwen
Swindlehurst

Kate and
Pete
Johnstone

Ruth and
Simon
MillwardHopkins

Margaret
Chetwood in
memory of
Ernie and
Evelyn
Shilcock

Flowers
by…

We only celebrate Jesus birth because of the cross. Stories about people’s
birth and childhood tend to become interesting when they become famous or
marry into royalty or do something heroic or amazing.
Jesus didn’t ask us to remember his birth, only his death. We do remember
his birth but we do so in light of the knowledge of the cross. We already
know the end of the story. Advent is our time of preparation just as Lent is.
In advent we remind ourselves of all that was promised of a Messiah who
would come, we focus on the themes of waiting and hope, preparation and
annunciation. We prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of this special
baby, knowing he will grow up to be the one who died for us. Make space
this advent to hear God and make space to vote.
I leave you with these words from John Wesley which may help us come
December 12th:

Brenda
Sheliker in
memory of
PJ

Andrew and
Valerie
Warterhouse
in memory of
Ivy Jackson

The Olive Grove Coffee Shop will be closing at
lunchtime on Thursday 19th December and reopening
again on Monday 6th January.
Thank you for your custom and we wish you a Happy
Christmas and New Year!
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It’s a busy time of year as we hurtle through the usual round of
presents and cards, trees and decorations. Nativities and carols,
food buying and preparation. A busy time indeed. And this year we
have the added ‘bonus’ of a general election! We have to work
through who we think would best serve the needs of our country as
Prime Minster and as government. Not an easy thing.
In the middle of it all we might forget what it is we are doing in this season of
Advent. It is a time to remember all that Jesus has done for us from baby in
the manger to the Christ on the cross.

5th Jan

Sheena
Rhodes

From the Minister..

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and peaceful new year.

Rev Barbara
3

In the Press......

Statement regarding the US Government announcement on
settlements
The Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, writes…

Methodist President calls for all to take
responsibility for homelessness
We live in one world where the homeless
are our collective responsibility, the Revd
Dr Barbara Glasson said in a recent visit to
Whitechapel Mission in London which
serves 300 breakfasts each day to the
homeless.
Whitechapel Mission, in the heart of the
East End of London, recently celebrated its
143rd anniversary. Open every day, the
Mission served 108,398 breakfasts in the
last year with the help of 5, 200 volunteers.
Dr Barbara Glasson, visited the Mission to
give thanks for the work of the staff and
volunteers. Speaking after a thanksgiving
service she said: “We are really proud of
the mission which is very much part of our
Methodist heritage and our family.”
Tony Miller, Centre Manager for the past
40 years who works alongside his wife Sue
said, “The Mission opens its doors each
day at 6am prompt for guests who can take
a shower, choose some fresh clothes to
wear, feel the warmth of the welcome and
eat a hearty breakfast. Once the guests are
warm, clean and fed they can access other
facilities including mobile phone charging,
and get help with combating addiction, receive dentistry and other health care provision, and debt counselling.”
This year 5,698 people have used the Mission’s services which also include support
in getting housed and back to work.
www.methodist.org.uk

As President of the Methodist Conference I have recently had the
privilege of visiting and talking with many people in Israel and
the West Bank. Other colleagues from the Methodist Connexional Team and Global Relations have supported long-term relationships in the region and Gaza. The many people we have
spoken with recognise that compromises will be required of both
communities to achieve a lasting peace, but I am concerned that
comments by the US government that Israeli settlements in the
West Bank are not illegal may cause further destabilisation of the
region.
In visiting the West Bank I heard how the expansion of settlements has caused the demolition of Palestinian houses and
schools. In Hebron I could see the expansion upwards over the
top of Palestinian businesses and houses. Settlements are cutting
off Palestinian communities and further restricting freedom of
movement. They compromise the ambition for economic prosperity and a secure future for all. The current expansion of the
military occupation of the West Bank apparently pushes the
search for a resolution even further into the future.
In 2015, the UN Security Council again insisted that Israeli settlements in the West Bank “have no legal validity, constituting a
flagrant violation under international law.” Feeling powerless in
their situation, the Palestinians I spoke with appealed for international support to help them live peaceful lives and achieve selfdetermination. I know there are many Israelis, including some
that I met, who are also longing for a lasting peace. It is therefore
of great concern to read of the recent actions of the US government in relation to the region.
I add my voice to the many who are challenging the recent actions of the U.S. government. This situation is not simply about
international politics but about ordinary people searching for a
peaceful means to live together.
On behalf of the Methodist Church I urge the UK government,
along with others, to impress on the Government of Israel that the
continued military occupation is unacceptable at both a political
and a human level. www.methodist.org.uk

Fears rise for Christian freedoms in China as BBC Panorama reveals "re-education camps" for Muslims
Concerns have risen for the religious freedoms of Christians in China following a BBC Panorama programme on
the oppressive treatment towards minority Muslims. The documentary, "How to Brainwash a Million people" revealing how Uigha Muslims are being "re-educated" at a network of high security detention centres there to
change their behaviour, beliefs and language.
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Religious freedom charity Open Doors places China at number 27 on a watch list for countries where Christians
experience the most extreme persecution. The charity's World Watch list analysist Julia Bicknall told Premier that
Christian beliefs are also seen as a "threat" to the state. "China is suspicious of anything that does not put the
Communist Party and the current president as the number one priority." According to Bicknall, even the chairman
of the state-sanctioned Protestant church accused Christianity of trying to subvert China's political power in a
statement earlier this year. Bicknall fears for the freedoms of Christians to express and demonstrate their faith as
"mass control" continues to grow. She said: "Chinese Christians, can't even share a live sermon from a church
online anymore. It's forbidden. If you want to share something a Christian resource online, you have to get a
licence."Bicknall went on to describe the level of surveillance many Christian churches there face including
CCTV cameras on the doors and fingerprint recognition saying Christians fear being arrested or "trapped" by a
government that "thinks it's dangerous to believe in Christianity". Premier.org.uk

John Wesley
Do you have any particular favourite quotes or thoughts from the
numerous ones by John Wesley? (1703 – 1791) My own particular
favourite one is at number 1 below, but he had so many to share with
us. Here are just a few of them….
1. “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways
you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as
ever you can”.
2. “I have never known more than fifteen minutes of anxiety or fear.
Whenever I fear emotions overtaking me I just close my eyes and thank
God that He is still on the throne reigning over everything and I take
comfort over the affairs of my life”.
3. “We should be rigorous in judging ourselves, and gracious in
judging others”.
4. “When I was young I was sure of everything; in a few years, having
been mistaken a thousand times, I was not half so sure of most things as
I was before; at present, I am hardly sure of anything but what God has
revealed to me”.
5. I believe in my heart that faith in Jesus Christ can and will lead us
beyond an exclusive concern for the well-being of other human beings
to the broader concern for the well-being of the birds in our backyards,
the fish in our rivers, and every living creature on the face of the earth.
6. If doing a good act in public will incite others to do more good, then
‘Let your light shine to all.’ Miss no opportunity to do good.
Finally, MY turn for a quote – “Oh, If only the whole of mankind would
take that particular quote (at number 1 above) to their hearts, what a
perfect, peaceful, and wonderful world we would all be living
in”……sigh.
At this most significant time of the year I take the
opportunity to wish all our readers a very Happy
Christmas and a Happy New Year! Bye for now.
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