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The first Methodist Chapel in Preston was
situated in Starch House Square on the site
where the Scout Garage stood. It was known
as Back Lane Chapel. It was there that J.
Wesley preached on the text "the Spirit and
the Bride say come ", on the occasion of his
last visit to Lancashire. He was then almost 88
years of· age.

In 1816 there was a great revival under the
leadership of the Revs. W. Hill and W. Arnet.
Three hundred new members were added to
the church, which increased its membership to
1,100. The outcome of this spiritual prosperity
was the need for larger premises and to meet
this need Lune Street Chapel was built in 1817.
Before the chapel could be opened it was
necessary for the premises to be registered
and to receive the consent of the Bishop
of Chester. The original certificate of registration is now in the keeping of the Archivist at
Chester
Castle.
Opened
for
worship
in
December of that year, the first minister was
the Rev. R. Newton. The Sunday School, which
had been meeting in premises in Snow Hill,
was also transferred to Lune Street.

Those responsible

2
1

Preparing for"
marriage
2 Blest is the Tie..
3 Suffer little children
to come unto Me
1

STEWARDSHIP A charge to
.

a

keep'

After the preliminary
shake down, the
members' enthusiasm led them to still further
fields of enterprise, and on the 18th May, 1819,
~eeting was held, at which it was decided to
;:~;na missionary society. On the following
-~ rsday morning Mr. Newton preached the
"'a gural sermon. At 10-30 the next morning a
;J •..•DIIC meeting was held when 15 resolutions
~egarding the work were carried.
The Centenary celebrations
of Methodism
in Preston was held on the 17th December,
1838, and the sum of £880 was raised for the
Centenary Fund. In May, 1-840, the first"
May
Sale" was held, consisting of four bazaars held
in the Public Hall under the patronage of the
Rt. Hon. Lady Stanley and other
notable
personalities and the sum raised was £550.
It was obvious the chapel must be enlarged
but the erection of a new chapel in 1843 in
Chorley postponed the project. A new organ
was, however, erected and this chapel was
licensed for marriages.
The depression through industrial strife in
1848 produced a small debt and a decrease in
membership.
On the 29th May, 1859, the end of the
Crimean
War was celebrated
and Sunday
School scholars
took: part; afterwards
the
Preston Wesleyan Methodists gave a dinner in
the Public Hall.
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Group activities
The growing church ..
In the begining ..
A step forward ..
Into youth ..
Maturity
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The American Civil War, 1861-65, brought
calamity to Preston; mills were at a stand-still
and poverty and destitution were great. The Rev,
0, Hay and C Garnet later joined by Rev, W.
Davidson, laboured hard and long to relieve
distress, By a Relief Committee dispensing of
money, providing food, clothing and coal, hope
was given when hope had gone and Councillor
Robinson, a member of the Chapel, rendered
great service as treasurer of the Methodist
Relief Fund,
In spite of the work entailed in the relief
of distress, it was the period when Lune Street
Chapel was altered, For 50 years it had been
a plain building,
In 1861 a considerable
portion was rebuilt. A new glass roof fitted,
new pews in the body of the chapel and a new
frontage erected and services were held in the

Assembly Rooms of the
loaned by the Mayor.

Public

Hall,

kindly

The Re-Opening, after alterations took place
on Friday morning, 25th October, 1861; the
preacher was the Rev, John Hannah, 0,0" tutor
of the Wesleyan College, Didsbury; the Rev, R,
Roberts, of Huddersfield, preached in the evenIng, There were services throughout the week
and the President of Conference,
Rev, J,
Rattenbury, preached on the last of the services
on ~he 7th November, The movement of the
Spirit was apparent even in these troublous times
'and .the President spoke of the elasticity of the
services of Christ and the Church of God and
the responsibility of the Church to see that the
banner of the Cross was still unfurled,

8.0.8.

A DESPERATE LINK ..

MANS EXTREMITY IN GOD'S
OPPORTUNITY

MISSIONARY
JUBILEE
SERVICES-1864
was the Anniversary of the founding of the
Methodist
Missionary
Society. The Preston
celebrations lasted three days.
The chapel, having been closed for a considerable period for renovation and alteration,
was reopened on Thursday afternoon, 28th
September, 1875. The renovation consisted of
cleaning inside' and necessary repairs outside
as well as the removal of the uncomfortable
pews and the provision of better seating
accommodation
in the gallery. The cost was
£1,000 and the collections for the reopening
day were £172.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CENTENARY-T
e Celebrations of 100 years of Sunday Schools took
place in the Public Hall on Sunday, 27th June,
1880, and over 4,000 children
and adults
attended. The Lune Street contingent consisted
of 450 children. The singing was led by the
band of the Royal Lancashire Militia and the
opening hymn was" See How Great a Flame
Aspires
Commemorative medals showing the
figure of Robert Raikes were distributed to the
children.
NEW ORGAN-The
original organ had been
installed in 1841 and was a two-manual
instrument. This was removed in 1881 and a
H.

new organ took its place. The total cost was
£1,870, towards which a gift from one person
was £400. In 1888 a Trombone Stop was added
with tubular pneumatic action. The wind was
supplied by two bellows and water could be
made to supersede manual exertion in " raising
the wind "-the
cost to be met by private
subscription.
In 1885 members were gratified to hear that
one of their local boys, Rev. Joseph Berry, had
been elected President of the New Zealand
Conference.
Early in 1889 the Chapel Authorities purchased the Savings Bank which adjoined the
Chapel and this building was converted into a
Lecture Room.
In 1904 Alderman W. M. Margerison, an
active member of the church, was elected the
Mayor of Preston and for the first time the Civic
Service was held at Lune Street. Never before
had it been held outside the Parish Church.
The war years 1914-1918 brought a challenge to the good people of the church. With
the local barracks filled with troops there was
need to accommodate them in their leisure
hours and it is impossible to assess the
amount of good which was done by Lune Street
and other Methodist Churches during this time.
Because of the war the Centenary in 1917 was
not celebrated as it would have been had it
been a time of peace.
ORGANISTS--Lune Street has always been
fortunate in its choice of organists and choirmasters, amongst whom have been Mr. H. H.
Taylor and Mr. W. Margerison. Under the leadership of Mr. H. H. Taylor the choir won the first
prize for church and chapel choirs at the
Preston Musical Festival in 1907. The present
organist, Mr. A. True, A.R.C.O., is a worthy
successor in a long line of talented men.
On two occasions the Methodist Conference
has been held in Preston with Lune Street as
the Conference Chapel. In 1952 the church was
redecorated and new heating and electrical
equipment installed to be fitting for the special
Conference meetings to be held within its walls.

About ten years ago it was realised that if
the church at Lune Street was to survive some
re-thinking and drastic action was necessary.
The ranks of the older members were being
depleted by deaths and young people were not
being attracted to the church. The mlnlst~rs
and leaders of the District and Home MIssion
Department caught the vision of the then
Superintendent
Minister,
Rev. Norman
A.
Priestley, by experimenting to make the church
an attraction
and inspiration.
Large scale
alterations to both church and school room were
made. The Rev. Tom Jenkinson, fresh from his
success at Morecambe and short spell at Blackpool, was sent by the Home Mission Department to be part of this experiment.
The success of this experiment is shown by
the large congregations, the work amongst the
young people, by week-night activities and the
ever-open doors of the church.
Lune Street has stood like a lighthouse on
a rock for 150 years It has flashed out its
message anci men and women have seen its
beams and have been guided by its light.
The job of the church in the years to come
is to keep that light burning.
TOM LlGHTFOOT.

GREETINGS FROM THE CIRCUIT
I am confident that all the Churches in the
Preston (Lune Street and Orchard) Circuit are
greatly interested in the forthcoming. celebrations at Central and would send greetings and
good wishes on the 150th Anniversary. There is
general rejoicing that such thriving times have
come to Lune Street and on every hand it is
hoped that the effective witness at the centre
of the town will continue.
WM. HARRISON.

This brochure has looked at the history of
this Church. Briefly it has followed its fortunes
along the years and we are grateful to Mr. Tom
Lightfoot for the hours of "digging"
he has
done to unearth so much of the past. Actually
the many hours of work cannot be fully
appreciated
by this edited article. We are,
though, grateful for this summary of 150 years.
The past you cannot alter, yet it is in
retrospect we see progress. It is in history we
see the mistakes to be avoided and the success
o be copied. The future? This is always before
us. • is he" omorrow which never comes"
c
'e aye to prepare. It is where we
a e 9 . g!
spend he rest of our days and in
.c
expects, nay, demands the coming
o His i
m.
Wha
a will Central play in this future?
What are God's plans for her? Each minister
of her his ory is different. This is the grand
variety of the Methodist Church. The future will
see many changes of leadership, for this. is
inevitable and offers a wealth of personality,
but even though leaders lay plans, scheme
schemes,
inspire action, the strength
and
success of the Central lies in its members.
Members closely knit in its fellowship by the
sacred ties of worship and service. Bound by
their deepening loyalty to Christ and each
other. With a love reaching out from its walls
to where all men live, men for whom Christ died.
We have looked in retrospect
and are
thankful. The future of this Church is pregnant
with hope and going forward in the HolY' Sipirt
its prospect is success, in the name of Him
who gave us the past.
T.J.
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