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I am most interested to hear
of the alterations
that
have
recently
taken
place
in the
premises at Lune Street.

From the description I have received, it would appear
that we now have an attractive block of premises adapted
for youth work and suitable as a social centre.
This should
mean that in this historic place we are now in a position
to meet the needs of our work in this present age.
I congratulate those whose vision has brought about
this transformation,
and trust that for Lune Street,
Preston, "thc best is yet to be ".
ERIC BAKER

Lancashire
Methodism
owes
much to Lune Street Church,
Preston. It was known for its
large congregations, its missionary
fervour and its able lay-leaders,
but due to changed social con"]" C L
l'
ditions, this once powerful Society
,EV.
.
EONARD
. UDOR
.
1 sue h a d ec l'me 111
in 1it S
expenencec
fortunes that some feared for its future.
"When the Rev. Norman A. Priestley became its
minister he was quick to realise that there was little hope for
the Church unless, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
the policy and buildings were adapted to modern needs.
Mr. Priestley shared his convictions with the Home
Mission Department, whose policy includes the fostering of
Methodist work and witness in the centres of our cities and
towns. In consequence the Department; strongly supported
by the J oseph Rank Benevolent Trust, the District and the
Circuit, sponsored the ForwardMovement
and the policy to
secure additional staff and the reconstruction of the premises.
We thank God that, under the vigorous leadership of
the Rev. Tom J enkinson, there are already signs of Divine
blessing upon the Forward Movement. Let us fervently pray
that " the glory of this latter house shall be greater than of
the former".
C. LEONARD TUDOR
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GREETINGS

GREETINGS

from the

from the

Chairman of the District .

Circuit Swperintendeni

I congratulate you on the Reopening of Lune Street Church,
and wish the new venture in
Evangelism
and Social Service
every success.
Lune Street Methodist Church
has a long and honoured history.
It occupies a strategic place in the
centre of Preston.
The Connexion and the District are
behind you in your new experiment in evangelism, and I
pray that the years ahead will see great advance in Methodist
Witness through the worship and service of this Church.
HEV.

CORDON

A. lVI.~LAND.

You go into this venture in Faith and Hope. May your
work at all times be inspired by a deep love for God and for
the people to whom you are called to minister.
With every good wish,
Yours very sincerely,
GORDON
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A.

MALAND

Something is happening at Lune
Street, and the Circuit as a whole
is thankful for this fresh hope for
our " Circuit" Chapel. We pray
that this new endeavour
may
succeed, and wish our brethren at
Lune Street great joy as they start
REV. ALAN jACKSON
this new venture.
I would take this opportunity of acknowledging our
indebtedness to Rev. N. A. Priestley who conceived the
scheme, to the Home Mission Department and particularly
to Rev. C. L. Tudor, for a tremendous amount of active
assistance, to Lord Rank and the Rank Trust, without
whose help we could not have embarked on the scheme ..
vVe had to go into this project believing that it would
work. All the same, I think not a few said, " I believe, help
Thou mine unbelief ".
Any lack of faith has been severely rebuked by events.
Congregations
have increased, and enthusiasm
for the
scheme has increased also. Without any shadow of doubt
this project was inspired in the truest sense of the word,
and it will succeed. Tom Jenkinson has brought the zeal
and ability one has come to expect of him, and the members
have supported whole-heartedly.
" To God be the glory".
ALAN J ACKSON

MESSAGE

GREETINGS

from the

from the

Minister

of the Church

Are they pulling it down? Is it
being turned into a factory? What
is happening here?
These, and
many other questions have been
asked since the alterations began
at the Church. Perhaps the best
answer came horn an old Prestonian, looking at the chaos at the
REV.
front, who said "ViTell it was a
THOMAS R. J ENKINSON
church but they're doing summat
here now". That sums up the scheme, for something is now
being done.
It is exciting to share in the ad venture in this busy part
of Preston.
Long the burden of our public and private
prayers has been for revival. This surely is the answer, an
active attempt to bridge the ever-widening gap between the
Church and the street.
To make a Church where people
want to come and not shy from. To fashion within its scope
the complete Christian, not sitting back condemning social
wrongs, but being there with understanding
and Christian
charity.
We believe that God has inspired this scheme and we
know that, by His Holy Spirit, He will implement it. In
that power we venture forth together opening the way into
His Kingdom for many unsuspecting passers-by.
TOM

JENKINSON

Rev. NormanA.

Priestley ...

It is a real joy to me to share in
the Re-opening of Lune Street as
a Central Church, for during the
past three years the scheme has
been on my heart, occupyi ng much
of my thought and efforts during
my ministry in Preston.
REV.

I believe intensely that the
Methodist Church in the heart of
Preston, a busy provincial town,
has a two-fold witness to fulfil. First, it must offer an opportunity for the worship of God which is the spring of all
thought, action and service. Secondly, it must show'; the
kindness of God" in caring for the community at large,
which is its social witness, interpreting the words of Jesus,
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy
mind, and thy neighbour as thyself".

NORMAN

1\.

PRmsTLEv

May Goel Whom we serve bless the efforts of the
Minister and his wife, the Deaconess and members of the
Church to this end now and in future days.
NORMAN

A.

PRIESTLEY
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A REVIEW OF THE HISTORY OF LUNE STREET
IN PRESTON METHODISM

I

Nthe year 1759 the first Preston Methodist Society"
of their religious experiences.

of very humble people" met together in a cottage to tell each other

John Wesley says, on the 24th May, 1781, on the occasion of his visit to Preston :-" The little society has fitted
up a large and convenient house (a hired room over a packers' warehouse in St. John Street), where I preached to a candid
audience.
Everyone seemed to be considerably affected; I hope in some the impression will continue".
And again on
the 16th April, 1784, after visiting a sick lady near Preston-"
Mrs. Nuttal, a lovely patient creature "-he says :-" I went
to Preston and preached to a serious congregation."
Here he was entertained by Roger Crane, who took the lead in Preston
Methodism for many years. Tradition tells of " how the people lined Fishergate to see Wesley pass, leaning on the arm
of Mr. Crane and one of his preachers".
In 1787, a Wesleyan Chapel, the immediate predecessor of Lune Street, was built in Back Lane, which is now known
as Market Street.
In the last year of the eighteenth century Preston was deemed strong enough to be made the head of a Circuit, and the
Reverends John Leech and John Dutton were appointed the ministers.
The membership grew from 373 in 1800 to 800 in 1816, which was the year of the great revival under the Reverends
Thomas Hill and Williani Arnett when" many, especially young people, fell under deep convictions of sin. Prayer meetings
were frequent and protracted ", and 300 persons were added to the church as the fruit of this revival.
Page' Seven

LIST OF MINISTERS STATIONED AT LUNE STREET-WITH
1816-18
1818-20
1820-23
1823-25
1825-26
1826-27
1827-29
1829-30
1830-32
1832-34
1834-35
1835-37
1837-40
1840-43
1843-45
1845-48
1848-50
1850-52
1852-54
1854-57
1857-60
1860-63
*1863-64
1864-67
1867-69
1869-72

Thomas Hill
James Bogie
George Thompson
William Bird
Thomas Gat-butt
Thomas Moss
Robert Heys
James Mortimer
Luke Barlow
James Allen
Joseph Meek
John Fairbourn
Benjamin Frankland
William B. Stephenson
William Horton
Benjamin Firth
James E. Moulton
Stephen Kay
William .1 ackson
George Scott, D.D.
Robert Maxwell
Davicl Hay
William Davison
John Lambert
William Mearns, M.A.
Frederick C. Haime

1872-75 William Ford
1875-77 Peter Budd
1877-80 Joseph Smithies
1880-83 Richard Brown
1883-86 Gcorge Fletcher
1886-89 Harry W. Jackson, B.A.
1889-92 J ames Pratt
1892-95 George S. Weston
1895-98 Charles F. Richardson, B.A., LL.D.
1898 1901 Thomas Bolton
1901-04 G. Mackenzie Cobban
1904-07 Charles F. Richardson, B.A., LL.D.
1907-10 John Wilson, B.A., B.D.
1910-13 T. Galland Hartley
1913-16 Harry H. McCullagh, B.A.
1916-20 J. Montgomery Pascoe
1920-29 Waiter Platt
1929-36 P. Addison Devis
1936-39 Shirley B. Cumberlancl
1939-44 A. GOt-don .Tames
1944-47 Bramwell S. Bonsall, M.A., B.D., D.Lit.
1947-50 Edgar M. Ozanne, M.B.E., B.A.
1950-53 Peter Woods
1953-56 Joseph T. Hodgson, M.B.E., T.D.
1956-59 Norman A. Priestley
1959Thomas R. Jenkinson

*Stayed 3 years in Circuit-s-last yea.r only as Superintendent.
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HISTORY 01' LUNE STREET-colltillued.

A year later, in the year 1817, Lune Street Wesleyan Chapel was erected at a cost of about £6,000, and in this great
undertaking-for
such it was at the time-lVIr. Hill was the chief instrument.
The Back Lane Chapel was closed and became
a corn warehouse.
In December, 1817, Lune Street Chapel was opened by the Rev. Robert Newton.
The mornng text was" Great is
the mystery of godliness"
(I Tim. 3. 16), and in the evening the text was" The Lord God of your fathers make you a
thousand times so many more as ye are, and bless you, as He hath promised you" (Deut. l. 11).
On Monday, 18th May, 1819, a meeting of the Superintendent preacher, leaders and other friends
in the upper vestry of Lune Street Chapel, when it was agreed to form a Missionary Society
At the lVIissionary meeting in 1820, the Rev. William Threlfall was present, and five years later was
of Namaqualand.
He was born at Hollowforth, near Preston, and his name was on the Preston
departure overseas.

was held after preaching
for the Preston Circuit.
the martyred missionary
Circuit Plan before his

The first Sunday School was established by Preston lVIethodists about 1810 in a room over a joiner's shop at the corner
of Heatley Street and Friargate.
Soon, however, there was a division and the boys were taught in a room over a blacksmith's shop at the corner of Bridge Street and Friargate, whilst the girls were taught at Snow Hill.
On the opening of Lune Street Chapel, the two schools were transferred to the room beneath it.
Its earliest S.S. Superintendents were lVIr.Timothy France, lVIr.Hardy (father of the Rev. R. S. Hardy, late lVIissionary in Ceylon), lVIr.R. Bibby,
lVIr.John Park, lVIr.John Howard, " one of the most respectable solicitors in Preston", and lVIr.John Sellers, " a class leader
for thirty-six years who died in the faith saying" I am on the rock, 0 death, where is thy sting?
0 grave, where is thy
victory? "
The first organ in Lune Street was opened in 1845, and in the year 1862 the Chapel was considerably enlarged and
internally improved at a cost of about £5,000, the seating capacity being increased to accommodate 1,250 persons.
In the Quarterly lVIeeting of 29th September, 1862, after the Rev. W. Davison had spoken" as to the hopeful character
of the various parts of the Circuit, and particularly our financial position (despite the great pressure of the times) is so satisPage Ten
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factory" the Rev. C. Garrett (third minister) spoke" in a similar strain, and invited co-operation especially at Lune Street;
he related that last evening one or two who had never been before in a place of worship were seeking mercy".
(The "great
pressure of the times" referred to the mass unemployment
due to the serious cotton slump.)
•
The March Circuit Quarterly Meeting of 1866 recorded that"
of a house for the Keeper of the Lune Street Chapel ".

"

The sanction of the Meeting was given for the erection

In 1875 a gallery was erected, and six stained glass windows were inserted, the cost being about £1,200. A new threemanual organ was installed in 1881 to replace the old two-manual instrument built by Messrs. Gray & Davison in 1845. This
new organ was built by Messrs. W. E. Richardson & Son, of Manchester and Preston, at a cost of £870, the total number
of pipes being 1,832.
In the Spring of 1889 the Chapel authorities purchased the Savings Bank adjoining Lune Street Chapel, and converted
it into a lecture hall. The building, alterations and furnishings cost about £1,500, and the Chapel debt was increased to
£1,700, the original debt being on the purchase of No. 3 Jordan Street as a manse for the Superintendent
Minister at a cost
of £1,400.
Lune Street Chapel, in its early days, was the head of a very widespread Circuit in the Liverpool District, and for the
year 1825 a detailed record of membership in the Circuit includes the following Societies :-Preston,
Chorley, Leyland,
Longton, Hoole, Penwortham, Bamber Bridge, Moon's Mill, Whittle, Cuerden, Brinscall, Longridge, Freckleton, Kirkham,
Eccleston and Samlesbury, giving a total membership of 1,057. By the year 1835 New Longton, Button, Knowle Green,
Balderston and Clayton Green were added, and a total membership of 1,314 recorded.
Later records show the addition of Lytham, Wheelton, Broughton, Goosnargh and Poulton, although a Circuit Plan
dated 1811-12 had shown Clayton and Broughton to be preaching places at that date, together with Henry Riding's and
Plumpton which later disappeared from the records.
In 1858-59 Chorley separated to become the head of a Circuit incorporating Whittle, Withnell, Brinscall, Withnell Fold, Wheelton, Euxton and Coppull; then Lytham and Poulton were
transferred to the Blackpool Circuit, and finally, in 1866, Preston was divided into two Circuits viz., Lune Street and Wesley,
r({.g~ Eleven

the membership of the Preston Circuit at this time being 1,812 and 40 on trial. The first Superintendent
appointed for
the Wesley Circuit was the Rev. Thomas A. Rayner, the Superintendent
of Lune Street being the Rev. John Lambert.
It is worthy of note that among those who were connected with Lune Street School and Chapel, and later distinguished
themselves, was the Rev. Joseph Berry, who was elected President of the New Zealand Wesleyan Conference in 1885.
The last structural improvement to Lune Street prior to the major reconstruction just completed, was made to the
interior of the Church in 1923, when the pulpit was brought forward and enlarged sideways by the addition of straight
panels on the front face, thus breaking the previous trifoliate or " clover leaf" shape of the pulpit.
This alteration allowed the" singing pews ", as the choir stalls used to be termed, to be extended, and necessitated
the removal of the two front rows of pews in the body of the Church, which in turn reduced a little the seating capacity.
The organ was cleaned, balanced, re-voiced, a new detached console provided and tubular pneumatic action added throughout
(blown by direct-coupled electric motor) at a total cost of £1,019, the work being carried out by Messrs. H. Ainscough, of
Preston.
The cost of the alterations to the Choir and Rostrum amounted to £560, and the total painting costs were £490.
These were the major items in a total expenditure of £2,506, the whole financial responsibility being discharged within the
year with a balance in hand of £37.
For many years the Lune Street Church was regarded as the" Cathedral of Methodism " in the North-West, and it
has witnessed many great occasions when the Church has been packed to the doors with seats down the aisles, and even
members of the congregation being forced to sit inside the communion rail.
It has seen many Presidential
Waugh for evangelical meetings.

rallies, and old members remember with enthusiasm

the annual visits of the Rev. Thomas

One great occasion, that also recalls an amusing incident, was when one of its own members, Alderman W. M.
Margerison, J.P., was elected Mayor of the town for the year 1904-5, and for the first time the Mayor led the procession
to Lune Street instead of to the Parish Church for the Civic Service on the 5th March, 1905. A press report of this occasion
was given in the Preston Argus on 10th March, 1905, under the heading" State Visit to a Chapel ", and commenced :Page. Twelve

" On Sunday morning notwithstanding
the rain there was a large gathering at the Guild Hall of the members of the Corporation, and those who are described according to ancient custom, ' local gentry,' for the purpose of paying the Mayor the
compliment of attending with him Divine service at Lune Street Wesleyan Chapel. The very thought of the regalia of the
Preston Corporation being taken with a Methodist Mayor to a Methodist Chapel, was almost enough to have made some of
the departed dear old bigoted Church and State City Fathers of the proud and ancient borough turn in their graves, but
even at the risk of this happening it was done, but we have the best authority for saying that the regalia did not tarnish
and as far as can be judged the morals of those gentlemen who stayed service have not been particularly damaged."
For
such an outstanding event the best preacher was required, and the Superintendent
Minister, Rev. Dr. C. F. Richardson,
chose the Rev. vv. Lydell Hann, the young Leyland minister, for the honour of preaching the sermon, while Dr. Richardson
himself conducted the service.
For some reason Mr. Hann could not warm up to his subject, and kept fingering a little
clock lying embedded in a thick cushion which adorned the full length of the pulpit rail. Suddenly there was a loud whirring
noise, and Mr. Hann picked up the clock, which proved to be an alarm, and threw it on to the floor. It still continued
to ring and so he kicked it, but it refused to be silent and rolled down the pulpit stairs.
The offending clock was then
picked up, still ringing, and was shut up in the vestry to run itself down!
After this interlude,

Mr. Hann really got going, and went on to preach the finest sermon of his life.

Alderman Margerison,
Sunday School.

who was again elected Mayor for the year 1909-10, was for some years Superintendent

of the

One of the most gifted of an excellent line of organist-choirmasters
that Lune Street has had was Mr. H. H. Taylor,
F.R.C.O., and under his leadership Lune Street Choir for the first time won 1st Prize for Church and Chapel Choirs at the
Preston Musical Festival in March, 1907.
A more recent grand occasion in the history of Lune Street was in 1952, when Conference was held in Preston.
The
Conference Sessions were held at the Public Hall, and Lune Street was the Conference Church. This merited the re-decoration
of the whole premises, the installation of a new gas heater equipment and electrical re-wiring throughout at a cost of nearly
£3,000. This beautiful old church was transformed by the tastefully selected, dignified colour scheme. The Conference
provided a feast of preachers, the Revs. Dr. Colin A. Roberts (the new President);
Dr. Donald O. Soper (President-Elect) ;
Page Thirteen

Dr. W. E. Sangster
platform.

(ex-President),

and Dr. Leslie D. Weatherhead

(who became President

in 1955) being all on the same

Further mention must be made of the Wesley Lecture Hall adjacent to the Church, where lectures were wont to be
given, the last being by Rev. Dr. Bramwell S. Bonsall in 1947. The Lecture Hall, which was dark, having no direct daylight
lighting, was eventually sold to the present owners, the Co-operative Permanent Building Society, in 1952-53, and the
premises were opened up and beautified out of all recognition.
Since the second World War it had been difficult for the Lune Street Trust to meet the ever-increasing costs of running
the premises, especially with the loss, by death, of many old members who subscribed generously to its upkeep, and with
the debt of £1 ,000 the position became serious. When the Rev. Norman A. Priestley came as Superintendent
in 1956, he
had the vision that is now materialising, and secured the support of the Chairman of the District, Rev. Gordon A. Maland,
the Synod and, finally, the Home Mission Department
who, with the guidance of the Home Mission Secretary, Rev, C.
Leonard Tudor, realised without sentiment the importance of Lune Street as a strategic centre of Methodist witness in the
heart of Preston, and a Commission was set up to investigate the possibilities.
The ou tcome of the subsequent serious united discussions and co-ordinated planning by representatives
of the Home
Mission Department,
the North Lancashire District, the Circuit and the Church concerned was the execution of major
structural alterations to the Church and Schoolroom, the appointment of the new minister, Rev. T. R. Jenkinson, who was
carefully chosen by the Home Mission Department for this important experimental work, and the appointment of the fulltime deaconess, Sister Kathleen King, B.A., to assist Mr. J enkinson in making Lune Street a " People's Church" with
popular services to serve a wider public, and those who have no other denominational connections.

* * * * *
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Minister:
Rev. THOMAS R. JENKINSON, 38 Highgate,
Tel. : Preston Priory 83497.
(Church:
Tel.:
Deaconess:

Sister

KATHLEEN

KING,

B.A.,

Trustees' Treasurer:

Preston

Preston

Wilfrid's

Preston.

56371)
Street,

Preston.

Trustees' Secretary:

Mr. H. MERRIWEATHER,
182 Lytham
Road, Ashton,
Preston,
Lancs.

Tel:

4 St.

Penwortham,

Mr. T. W. ATI-IERTON, B.Sc.,
(( Shenstone,"
6 Cadley Avenue,
Fulwood, Preston, Lancs.

86913.

Tel. : Preston

89329.

LIST OF TRUSTEES ON THE NEWLY-FORMED TRUST DATED 21sT AUGUST, 1959

Old Continuing
FREDERIC CECIL MARGERISON
ARTHUR JAMES WINTER'
RICHARD WARDLE LYNN
JOHN GEORGE MERRIWEATHER

Trustees:
HENRY MERRIWEATHER
PERCY HORROCKS RA WSON
JOHN EDWIN TURNER (deceased)

New Trustees Appointed:
THOMAS V1ILLIAM ATHERTON
NORMAN CLARKE
JOHN SEDDON ATHERTON
ALBERT HODGKINSON
JOHN MORLAND HUTCHINSON
FRED HOWORTH
GEORGE QLIVER LYNN
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BRIAN BILLINGTON KIRKHAM
v'iTALTERWILSON
FRANK LEY
FLORENCE MARY LEY
MARY W ADDINGTON
FREDERICK VINCENT ROBINSON

