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Prayer
Would you like us to pray for you?

Leave your prayer on a card
 in the Prayer tree corner

Times of worship are for keeping in touch with God, not your social network
. So please, be considerate and switch your phone to silent! Thankyou!

Wifi password: Ezekiel37

Loving God,
Serving People,
Changing Lives

At Central, its ok to worship in whatever way you feel comfortable
with. We are all different and God loves us all!

CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCHWorship at Central
Sun 6th 10:30 Rev Barbara Pettitt

Holy Communion
Wed 9th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm

with Carol Spencer
Sun 13th 10:30 S Selvaretnam

4pm SPACE at Ashton Methodist Church

Wed 16th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Rev Barbara Pettitt

Sun 20th 10:30 Rev Barbara Pettitt
Harvest Festival

Wed 23rd Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
with Rev Karen Le Mouton

Sun 27th 10:30 Rev Janet Titterton
Wed 30th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm

With Rev Barbara Pettitt
Sun 3 Nov 10:30 Rev Barbara Pettitt

Holy Communion

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen

Harvest
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God wants to tell you something

‘When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer
look, God called to him from the…bush.’

Exodus 3:4 NLT

Never judge a person’s potential by what they appear to be right now.
Moses, one of history’s greatest leaders, was tending sheep when God
called him. There’s not a corporate head hunter who would have hired

him. But don’t judge him yet – he’s just between jobs. God is about to talk
to him and change his life. If you’re tired of listening to everybody else’s
opinions, get alone with God. He will show you things that can change

your future (see Jeremiah 33:3). At age sixty-five, after running a
restaurant for several years, Colonel Sanders found himself penniless. All

he had was a Social Security cheque of $105 (approximately £79) a
month, a recipe for fried chicken, and a vision he refused to give up on. As

a result he built the Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise, became a
multimillionaire and a devoted Christian philanthropist. The point is: it’s not
over until God says it’s over! Moses nearly burned out trying to do things

his own way. Then God showed up in a fire that Moses neither started nor
maintained. In essence God said, ‘Look at this burning bush; it’s going to
be you. In my strength you’ll stand before Pharaoh. The Red Sea will give

way before the power that’s at work in you. I’ll give you manna in the
wilderness. I’ll strengthen and sustain you all the way to your destiny.’

Whatever you’re doing today, stop! Get alone with God and say, ‘I will now
turn aside and listen to You,’ (see Exodus 3:3). Once you’ve heard what

He wants to tell you, your life will never be the same.(UCB.CO.UK) 7

Tuesday 8th October Church Council 7:30pm
Sunday 20th October 10:30am Harvest Festival
Tuesday 22nd October Mission Meeting 7:30pm
Thursday 19th December Lancashire Sings Christmas 7:00pm
Christmas Eve Carol Service 4:00pm
Christmas Day Service 10:30am

Tuesday 29th October: Taking Care of your Mental Wellbeing – a ‘Methodist Well’
training day for those working/volunteering with children, young people or
families. This training day will help you: Gain a greater understanding of mental
health and wellbeing, Explore how faith influences mental health, Learn techniques
and ideas for coping and dealing with stress in your role, Gain ideas for resources
and learn skills that will be beneficial for yourself and the children and young people
you work with. 11am – 3.30pm at Cliff College at the subsidised price of £10 (this
includes lunch). Tickets limited book early!

PRAY FOR PRESTON

We are all invited to join with other Christians in
Preston to pray each week at 7:30am for an hour at
Crossgate Church, near the Prison. Coffee provided!

This Photo by Unknown

Wednesdays, 2pm at
Church

27th Nov  God’s people

4th Dec Old Testament
prophets

11th Dec John
the Baptist

18th Dec Mary

Advent Bible
Studies

Our Harvest Festival
20th October

Collecting donationsFor seed potatoes
in Ethiopia and

Snacks for StreetPastors to give outat night to those on
the streets
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From the Minister;
I’m back! And happy to be so…
I’m back! And happy to have had this time with Sara and
the family.

I’m back and can honestly say I missed being your minister.
I’m back! With thank you’s.
To everyone who came to Sara’s baptism, everyone who

brought good wishes, prayers and gifts and to everyone who brought
food, and all those who kept everything flowing freely as they dished

out food, washed up and tidied everything away afterwards, Thank you.
Thank you for embracing our new family member and being so supportive
of us.
I’m back! And had to hit the ground running. As we continued to deal
with the stresses of the Fox Street situation. As we celebrated the lives of
those members who have died. As we welcomed Lily in baptism.
I’m back! And I see how well you have cared for each other and taken
on responsibilities in my absence. I thank God for you in my prayers.
There are many challenges facing us in the coming months as we deal
with the fallout from the liquidation of MANW and the loss of income
through the closure of our end of St George’s shopping centre.
But best of all God is with us. God is calling us to journey onward with
Him. To unexpected places perhaps and in strange ways but we can be
sure of His presence and the presence of Jesus and the Holy Spirit as we
face the months ahead.
The prophet Jeremiah brings God’s message to the Israelites as they re-
side in captivity, this is what he says;

(Jeremiah 29v11-13)
Obviously a different time, culture, place and set of circumstances
to ours, but I think those words can be taken on board by us as we
face our future which may just have opened up to new possibilities
and new beginnings.
As we continue in our walk of faith together I pray that God will
give us a future with hope.
Every Blessing
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Saturday 12th October: An invitation to join with the whole Church in Lanca-
shire 10.30am – 4.30pm at Crossgate Church, Landmark, St Mary's Street
North, Preston PR1 5LG. This event will celebrate diversity of Christian tra-
ditions. This event will engage with issues that concern us all.

Wednesday 16th October: “An Evening with Edith Rigby” Preston’s most famous
suffragette performed by Judy Beeston at Central Methodist Church, Lune Street,
Preston. Doors open 6:30pm for Refreshments. Event starts at 7.00pm. Event Fee £4
which will be donated to Lancashire Women (Preston). Tickets available through
Eventbrite or from Sarah Steele at Central Methodist Church

Saturday 19th October: Autumn Coffee Morning in aid of Action for Children at
Fairhaven Methodist Church from 10.15 - 11.30. Admission only £2.00 including
Coffee/Tea & Biscuits (children free), Chocolate Raffle, Various stalls inc. tin produce
Come and join us, everyone welcome!

Saturday 19th October, Ashton Methodists Charity Fair. Offering Christmas Cards and Gifts
from many charities 10am - noon

Saturday 26th October: Massive Messy Light Party at New Longton Methodist
Church from 5.30pm to 7.30pm. Families and Young People Welcome. Fun times to
be had with glow in the dark craft, games & story. Food will be included.
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In the Press...... .
There was a Scottish painter named
Smokey Macgregor who was very
interested in making a penny where he
could, so he often thinned his paint
down to make it go a wee bit further.
As it happened, he got away with this
for some time.

However, the church, of which he was a
member, eventually decided to do a big
restoration job on the outside of one of
their biggest buildings….

Smokey put in a bid, and, because his
price was so low, he got the job.

So he set about erecting the scaffolding
and setting up the planks, and buying the paint and, yes, I am sorry
to say, thinning it down with water...

Well, Smokey was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job near-
ly completed, when suddenly there was a horrendous clap of thunder,
the sky opened, and the rain poured down washing the thinned paint
from all over the church and knocking
Smokey clear off the scaffold to land on the
lawn among the gravestones, surrounded
by telltale puddles of the thinned and
useless paint.

Smokey was no fool; He suspected that this
was a judgement from the Almighty, so he
got down on his knees and cried: “Oh, God,
Oh God, forgive me; what should I do:? And
from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke….

“Repaint! Repaint! And thin no more”!

Peter Bonage

Methodist young people release statement ahead of climate strike

The Youth Representatives and Youth President of the Methodist Church have released a statement to support
those taking part in the day of action against global climate change on Friday, 20 September.

“Children and young people are taking the lead in calling for those in power to take seriously the global climate
emergency we face. It is becoming more and more difficult to ignore the science, which tells us that – if nothing
changes – we, and other children and young people, will almost inevitably grow up to inherit a world where life
on earth is seriously destabilised, with massive crop failures, increasing animal extinction, imploding economies,
epic flooding, hundreds of millions of refugees fleeing regions made uninhabitable by extreme heat or permanent
drought.”

The statement goes on to say that the key question is not the legitimacy of the strike but ensuring that young peo-
ple are heard.

“We know that education and regular school attendance is important but the crucial question is not whether it is
right or wrong to strike, but whether people are listening to what children and young people are desperately trying
to say through these actions. Everyone has a responsibility to stand with children and young people and call – in
whatever way their conscience dictates – for drastic change in society, as well as making any possible changes in
their own lifestyles and choices.

“However people raise their voices – whether it be by joining the strike, writing to MPs, attending a demonstration
or other means, we should all be connected by our commitment to prayerful action. So please, listen to children
and young people – challenge others in your church and in Government to do the same – and consider how we can
work together, and with God, to show transforming love to all creation.”

 “The Methodist Church has always been a strong advocate for hearing – and taking seriously – the voice of chil-
dren and young people. Those who are the elected representatives of our children and young people feel that this
has never been more important – or urgent – than now. We stress that children should seek parental permission to
join the strike and we would encourage parents to talk through the issues of actions, responsibility and conse-
quences and also the consequences of who happens if we fail to take action.”

The Methodist young people and the Methodist Church stress that others under the age of 18, who wish to join the
strike, should obtain parental permission. Parents assume responsibility for the safety of their children when not in
school. For schools/teachers wanting to acknowledge the concerns of students but unable to condone a walkout,
Christian Aid have produced an assembly exploring the issue that can be found here:
www.caid.org.uk/schools/school-strike.

www.methhodist.org.uk

Statement on political situation

The Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference, has released the following statement re-
garding the current political situation.

It is right that there is a passionate debate about Brexit, but there is much about the tone of the current debate that
is concerning, sometimes it appears that many are committed to win regardless of the cost.

Our nation flourishes when we are able to respect and love one another - even those with whom we might funda-
mentally disagree. I am disturbed that the current political situation is apparently eroding our ability to be a soci-
ety that nurtures such respect and love.

Our constitution is being tested. Opinions appear to have become more entrenched and extreme as the scramble
to win continues. The recent vitriol and hatred expressed towards MPs across the political spectrum, who seek to
serve their constituents with diligence and integrity, is a deeply worrying symptom of the recent discourse.

I pray that we can see past the chaos of the moment and focus on the kind of society in which we wish to live.
The yardstick for our actions should not be “Does it help me win today’s battle?” rather whether it helps us cre-
ate the sort of society in which all of us can flourish.

God of bounty and brilliance, When public life is tarnished, When we fail to discern the common good

And when some shine at the expense of others, Whatever our political allegiance and persuasion

Conform us to your will and your way. www.methhodist.org.uk
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of

Smokey
Macgregor


