
Minister: Rev Jane Wild

Tel: (07340) 359890
www.centralmethodist.org.uk

December 2024 &
January 2025

Times of worship are for keeping in touch with God, not your social network
. So please, be considerate and switch your phone to silent! Thankyou!

Wifi password:
Ezekiel37

Loving God,
Serving People,
Changing Lives

CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCHWorship at Central
Sun 1st 10:30 Maureen Abson

Wed 4th Lunchtime Worship at Noon led by the NWE District

Sun 8th 10:30 Carolyn Hothersall

Wed 11th 12:30pm Carols in the Coffee Shop

Sun 15th 10:30am Rev Barbara Pettitt,
Holy Communion

Wed 18th TBC

Sun 22nd 10:30am Maureen Abson, Nativity Carol Service

Wed 25th 11am Christmas Day with Rev Jane Wild

Sun 29th 10:30am Joint service at Penwortham Methodist
Church, no service at Central.

Wed 1st Jan No lunchtime service today

Sun 5th 10:30am Zoe Ainsworth

Wed 8th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Rev Jane Wild

Sun 12th 10:30am RJ Spinks

Wed 15th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Rev Barbara Pettitt

Sun 19th 10:30am Rev Jane Wild, Covenant Sunday,
Holy Communion.

Wed 22nd Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Carol Rose

Sun 26th 10:30am Harry Duckett

Wed 29th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm with Denise Johnson

Sun 2nd Feb 10:30 Lynn Watson

Stewards: Ruth Millward-Hopkins, Julia Blackett, Sue Burgess and Roberta Malone
Safeguarding Officers: Sarah O’Halloran & Geoff Tyson

Coffee Shop Tel (01772) 881851

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen
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Our Sunday church services are available on
zoom! Meeting ID: 992 4189 3207

Passcode: 453840

Christmas at Central

Our Nativity Carol Service is on Sunday
22nd December and will be led by

Maureen Abson
Join us at 10:30!

Christmas Day at 11am - join with us as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Wednesday 11th December

Carols in the Coffee Shop -
12:30pm - all welcome!

If you are visiting over the Christmas
season, or joining us for the first time then
welcome to Central! We hope you will enjoy
your time with us. Feel free to ask if you are
not sure about anything.

The Olive Grove Coffee Shop Reopens on Monday Jan 6th

The Cranes get a VIP visit!

The North West England Methodist District Probational Ministers
and The President and Vice-President of the Methodist

Conference, Revd Helen Cameron & Mrs Carolyn Godfrey visited
Central on the 14th November

All were very impressed with our cranes origami project which is
underway and have taken a set of instructions, a few sheets of

paper and will be adding to the display, as well as keeping us in
their prayers!



Today the
flowers have

been
given
by...

Dec 1st 8th 15th 22nd

Susan Burgess
in memory of

Duncan

Sue
Burgess

Maureen and
Peter Abson

Ruth and
Simon Dear Friends

Have you ever just stared at a candle flame? That
bright, warming glow, dancing and flickering in the
slightest breeze. There is something quite

mesmerising and relaxing about this, letting you free
your mind from everyday stresses.

Candles have been used in churches for thousands of years.
The light symbolises Jesus Christ as 'the light of the world'
and also reminds us of His presence.

Psalm 18:28 "You, LORD, keep my lamp burning; my God
turns my darkness into light."

As we start our journey through Advent, candles play a big
part in the run up to Christmas day, whether in our carol
services or Advent wreath. Our theme this year, is to 'Hush
the Noise!", allowing us to take time out of our busy lives
so we can contemplate our own longings for more Joy,
Hope, Peace & Love within the world and as darkness falls
on the longest night, take a candle and let God turn your
darkness into LIGHT.

From the Ministry Team, we
would like you wish you all a
blessed Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.

Kind Regards

Sarah
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Today the
flowers have

been
given
by...

Jan 8th 15th 22nd 29th

Ruth and
Simon

Margaret
Chetwood
in memory
of Evelyn
and Ernie
Shilcock

Sue Hardman
and family in
memory of

Joan
Cookson

Angela
Parker

Over the month of December, there will be an
opportunity to contribute to our special Advent and
Christmas collection. We are raising funds for local
families experiencing hardship at Ribbleton Avenue

Methodist Junior School, where we have had
connections for many years.

If you would like to donate please leave your gift in an
envelope, clearly marked RAMJS and put it in the

collection. If you would rather donate by bank transfer, please use the
same reference.

Thankyou!

Shoeboxes!

Thank you to all who donated this year. 24 are on their way to
International Aid!

Kitchen Boiler and Steamer repairs

Thank you to all who have donated to this project so far, we hope to have
enough funds to purchase these in January.



The Methodist Church in Britain is
relaunching and expanding its Gaza appeal to
support emergency work being carried out there,
and in Lebanon. The Gaza/Lebanon Justice
Appeal will be supported by All We Can and the
United Reformed Church and will benefit
partners working in the area. We hope that by
working together we will be able to have a greater
impact on the work we do alongside our partners.
Jude Levermore, Head of Mission for the
Methodist Church says: “We are called to be co-
workers for God’s mission of reconciliation and
justice, to act and serve among fragile humanity.
We believe the crucified Christ is embracing the
pain of war affecting people from all parties and
backgrounds and we feel compelled therefore to
act together with care and compassion. We wait
for sanity to prevail but in the meantime we stand
with our partners in solidarity and give what we
can.”

David Thomson, CEO of All We Can says: “The
relaunch and expansion of this emergency appeal,
in collaboration with the Methodist Church and
the United Reformed Church, is part of our
commitment to better serve where the need is
greatest. Alongside our partners, we call for peace
in the region and the respect of humanitarian
international law by all. We’re putting our efforts
into supporting those who are already responding
directly, meeting the urgent humanitarian crisis as
it only continues to worsen.”

Philip Brooks, Deputy General Secretary
(Mission) for the United Reformed Church
(URC) says, "Given the desperate humanitarian
crisis experienced by the people of Gaza and
Lebanon, it is good for the URC and its global
justice programme, 'Commitment for Life', to join
with our Methodist ecumenical partners and All
We Can in support of this vital appeal. In the face
of overwhelming force and deep injustice, we
hope to bring ecumenical solidarity and practical
support to help alleviate the plight of so many
people who are enduring conflict in this region."

Methodist.org.uk
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In light of the resignation of the
Archbishop of Canterbury following the
Makin Review into abuses by the late John
Smyth QC, the Methodist Church in Britain
joins others in praying for all those affected
by abuse. Survivors have been courageous
in speaking of their experience and in
calling the Churches to account and we
hope humbly to continue to learn from
them.

We are covenant partners with the Church
of England, an anniversary we marked last
week. Dr Welby has done much to
strengthen the partnership between our
denominations and we pray for the
continuation of this work and for those who
will discern who should be the next
Archbishop of Canterbury. We are
committed to developing our shared
understanding and desire for good
safeguarding practice at every level of our
churches.

A prayer

Loving God, we ask your forgiveness for
the times when in your Church we have
failed to protect vulnerable people.

We pray for your healing for those who
have been hurt and for those who live
with guilt and regret.

We ask for your wisdom and direction as
we seek to keep safe all your children, in
the name of Christ. Amen.

www.methodist.org.uk

In the Press......
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The value of one lost sheep

‘‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives
His life for the sheep.’’ John 10:11

Jesus told of a shepherd with a hundred sheep.
When one of them was lost, he left the other
ninety-nine in the fold and searched until he found
the one lost sheep. Then he put it on his shoulders and rejoiced as he
brought it home. Good shepherds don’t care about some of the flock, or
most of the flock, but all of the flock. That becomes most evident when
one sheep gets lost. The story is told of a little girl who wandered off into
the woods and got lost. As darkness fell, fear clutched her heart. She
shrieked and cried until, worn out, she laid down and went to sleep. Her
father, his voice husky from shouting her name, had been looking for her
for many hours when he found her lying in a grassy area. Crying out to
her, he rushed to her side. The little girl woke up, leapt into his arms,
hugged him, and said, ‘Daddy, I’m so happy I found you!’ That’s our story.
But we don’t find Jesus; He finds us. And He finds us because He is
constantly looking for us. Jesus ended His parable in these words: ‘I tell
you…there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent’ (Luke
15:7 NIV). Every time one lost person is found, heaven celebrates. ‘You
mean I matter that much to the Lord?’ Yes. Just as the shepherd left
ninety-nine sheep to search for the one that was lost, Jesus loves you and
died to save you. So, come to Him today.   (UCB.CO.UK)

The Longest Night Saturday 21st December
Penwortham Bridge Methodist Church.

As darkness falls on this day Penwortham Bridge
Methodist Church, Leyland Road PR1 9XR will be

ready to welcome you. The church foyer space
will be open and serving warm drinks from 4pm

until 7pm. This will be a safe and welcoming
space for all, especially if this is a challenging time of year for you. There

will be candles available to light in the church and in the garden in
memory of someone or you may just want to light a candle for yourself as

a prayer. Come and join us, stay as long as you like or just pop in.
(Parking is available at the side and the rear of the church building).


