Worship at Central

Sun 2 Mar |Morning Worship at 10:30am
Mr Steve Gregory

Wed 5t Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
Mrs Carolyn Hothersall

Sun 9t No service at Central. Join us at the 'Unleashed’ Youth
Event Circuit Service at Fulwood Methodist Ch. 10:30am

Wed 12th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
Rev Mike Grimsley

Sun 16t Morning Worship at 10:30am :
Rev Jane Wild - Holy Communion 13-0;

Wed 19th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
Mrs Denise Johnstone

rd Morning Worship at 10:30am
Sl Mrs Carol Rose

th Lunchtime Worship at 1pm
Wed 26% | 2ev Jane Wild

Sun 30t Morning Worship at 10:30am
Prof Alan Gillies / Jennie Lockett

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the eﬂ
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. P\m

Times of worship are for keeping in touch with God, not your social network
. So please, be considerate and switch your phone to silent! Thankyou!

Stewards: Ruth Millward-Hopkins, Julia Blackett, Sue Burgess and Roberta Malone
Safeguarding Officers: Sarah O’Halloran & Geoff Tyson

FAIRTRADE Coffee Shop Tel (01772) 881851 WiFi Password Ezekiel37

CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH

March 2025

Loving God, Serving People, Changing Lives

Minister: Rev Jane Wild

Telephone (07340) 359890
www.centralmethodist.org.uk



Central’'s Diary Dates....

Monday 3 March 7pm -
Resources Meeting at Church

Wednesday March 5™ 1pm Circuit Ash Wednesday
service at Central

Sunday 9t March 10:30am - Worship today will be at
Fulwood Methodist Church as we join with others for
a ‘Unleashed Youth Event’ Circuit Service.

Honest conversations about life around a roaring
campfire. Wrap up warm and join us.
Hot drinks will be provided

1ST,8TH,15TH AND 22ND
MARCH 7PM

HOLY SMOKE

Contact djpastoral@outiook.com
for further information
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Refreshments served from 12.30pm

Book online using the QR code gﬁMEE' e
or contact the Circuit office: 01772 71374 !
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Prayers

If you would like to leave the name of someone who
needs Prayer, please add their name to the prayer book
as you come in on Sunday morning.

You can also leave a prayer on our prayer tree.

»1 What to Expect: Experiment & Create:

| Whether you're an experienced artist or just
. | discovering your creative spark, you'll have
. | the opportunity to explore and experiment

| with various art forms.

Materials: Bring your favourite art supplies or
il try something new with materials we provide.
’. '\

| Reflection Time: Take a moment to reflect on
| your creative journey, share insights with
fellow participants.

Demonstrations: Witness inspiring
demonstrations in visual and written arts.

| What to Bring: Your Creativity: Feel free to
| bring any materials you love working with.

Bring your own packed lunch to keep you
fuelled throughout the day., Drinks will be
provided.

Join us for a day of creativity and exploration at
Ashton Methodist Church
on Saturday, 15th March from 10 AM to 3 PM.
This event is open to everyone, regardless of skill .

For further information please contact: Revd
Jane Wild on 07340 359890 or email
jane.wild@methodist.org.uk

M preston Ribble

P Methodist Circuit

The Zoom meeting ID and pass code for Sunday Worship at
Central are: Meeting ID: 992 4189 3207 Passcode: 453840

Qzoom ,
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1 Kings 18:19

The greatest chapter in the story of Elijah’s life took

place on Mount Carmel. That's when he called down
fire from heaven, defeated the prophets of Baal, and
turned the hearts of the Israelites back to God. The word ‘Carmel’ means
‘fruitful ground’. But before Elijah could get to Mount Carmel, he had to go
through two places:

First, God led him to the brook called Cherith. The word ‘Cherith’ means
‘to make covenant with’. It was here that Elijah discovered that God is a
covenant-making and covenant-keeping God who can sustain you
through the hardest of times. It was here during a drought and famine that
ravens brought food to him each day and he drank from the refreshing
waters of the brook. But the Bible says, ‘After a while...the brook dried up’
(1 Kings 17:7 NKJV). Now, when God allows your brook to dry up, it’s in
order to drive you back to your true source, which is Himself, that you
may get further instructions.

Second, God led him to a widow in Zarephath. The word ‘Zarephath’
means ‘to refine as in a melting pot’. Gold is not pure in its original form. It
must be refined, and this is accomplished by heating it to the boiling point.
The heat separates the raw substance from its impurities, which surface
and are skimmed off. And God will do the same for you by using the heat
of trials to separate the gold from the dross in your life. He knows the
experiences you need to reach Mount Carmel, the place of fruitfulness, so
trust Him. He knows what He is doing.

www.ucb.co.uk

/

Dear friends

It's time to reach for the milk, eggs, flour and sugar
and mess up our kitchens, making pancakes!

Whether traditional and thin, with lemon and sugar or big and
fluffy, with nutella or maple syrup, we all like to partake in this
ritual of indulgence but when Jesus went into the desert for
40 days and nights, he didn’t eat or drink anything. Our Lent-
en tradition asks for us to give up something but maybe this
year, we don't and feed ourselves spiritually with Soul Food?

”Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the
wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order
to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would
keep his commands.” Deuteronomy 8:2

In the wilderness, Jesus reminded us that people don’t live by
bread alone. Through Lent we need to look at all the things

that nourish us instead.

Our Ministry Team: @G
Rev Jane Wild, Mrs Carolyn Hothersall, Mrs Sarah
O’Halloran

Mrs Denise Johnson, Mr Darren Arnold

Every blessing

Sarah O’Halloran




The Witness - a musical
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Rehearsals for the circuit choir are as follows:

Thursday 27th February, Thursday 6th March, 13th, 20t
27th Thursday 3rd April Wed 16th April, Thursday 24th
April

All welcome to come along and join us! All rehearsals are at

Hope Methodist Church, New Longton, 7.30-9pm

IN THE PRESS......

Grief is hard.

. Death can impact
all of life. -

7 Sessions of films
and discussion
for anyone bereaved anytime

Topics include Running soon

Hope Methodist Church
New Longton
PR44AA

2-4pm
20.03.2025
- = 27.03.2025
R SR TIOs— 03.04.2025
1 Question: na 17.04 2025
24.04.2025
01.05.2025
To find out more visit 08.05.2025
thebereavementjourney.org

Contact Denise Johnson on djpastoral@outiook.com 07719200451

or Felicty Knight fsknight@hotmail co. uk
Boolung Is essential and places are kmited.

A reflection on the Gaza ceasefire
The Revd David Hardman, Methodist Liaison Officer, Jerusalem, shares a reflection on the ceasefire.

It is right to give thanks for the ceasefire in Gaza but we cannot be complacent and believe that this brings peace.
The ceasefire brings a pause to death and destruction in Gaza and a promise of release for those held captive, but
it does not bring peace.

Many questions remain, not least will the ceasefire hold? If it does who will govern Gaza and who will pay the
estimated £33bn to rebuild? Up to 10% of the munitions used in the conflict are said to be unexploded. People
returning to homes will not only be faced with damaged and destroyed homes but also the dangers of unexploded
bombs. Since 2007 Gaza has been blockaded by Israel who have tightly controlled who, and what, gets in. Will
there be a return to this blockade, will it be more stringent?

While the focus has been on Gaza the situation in the West Bank has deteriorated. NGO Kerem Navot reported
that 50 Palestinian communities have disappeared since Oct 7 2023 due to settler violence. As the ceasefire began
Israel erected additional gates around West Bank towns and cities to further restrict Palestinian movement and in
Jenin Israel began an operation called ‘Iron Wall’ with one senior Israeli security official vowing ‘we will leave it
in ruins.’

The Holy Land is crying out for justice and peace. What has happened in the last 15 months needs to be a wakeup
call to the world: the violence, injustice, oppression and occupation must end.

Can we do anything as UK Methodists? It is easy to feel helpless but we can listen for the Palestinian and Israeli
voices that are seeking a just peace and amplify their words. We can continue to pray that the ceasefire holds and
write to our leaders encouraging them, with the international community, to facilitate a just peace process. We can
give to the Gaza/Lebanon Justice Appeal via the Methodist Church in Britain Website to enable the healing work
with the most vulnerable to continue.

Only when all in the Holy Land live in security with justice and as equals will we be able to say: this is peace.
Methodist.org.uk

Methodist Eco Shop inaugurated in Middlesbrough

On Thursday 30 January 2025, Trinity Methodist Church officially opened its Eco Shop, in the presence of The
Revd Helen Cameron, President of the Methodist Conference, Mrs Carolyn Godfrey, Vice-President of the Meth-
odist Conference, Mr Andy McDonald, MP, and Chris Cooke, the Elected Town Mayor.

“It's not a food bank. It gives people their dignity back and allows them to come and do their part for the environ-
ment, by preventing food waste,” says Chris Cooke, the Elected Town Mayor. “People in Middlesbrough are very
humble and resilient. In the Eco Shop, they will find friendly faces and support.”

The Eco Shop at Trinity Methodist Church in the Darlington Methodist District will provide food, cleaning prod-
ucts, clothing items and toys for children. The Eco Shop officially opened its doors on Thursday 30 January after a
soft launch two weeks prior. It is the newest initiative of the Trinity Family-Friendly Centre (TFFC) — the mission
arm of the church. Since 2009, the centre has been listening and engaging with the local community to understand
its needs. Amongst their initiatives are their eco garden and the Eco Shop.

Middlesbrough has some of the most deprived places in the United Kingdom. Trinity Methodist Church itself is
located in an area called Acklam and more specifically the Whinney Banks, an area of quite severe deprivation.

“This is so much more than reaching out to people who are struggling. It's also that educational piece about how
we relate to food, our respect for food and dealing with food waste. We've got so much food going to landfills, it is
just criminal,” adds Mr Andy McDonald, Member of Parliament for Middlesbrough and Thornaby East.

“I believe the Eco Shop will lead to more opportunities to help and engage with the community.” Mr McDonald
also took the opportunity to thank and celebrate the dozen of volunteers who are making the Eco Shop a reality.

Methodist.org.uk




