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Times of worship are for keeping in touch with God, not your social network . So
please, be considerate and switch your phone to silent! Thank you!
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Newsletter April 2026

Carolyn has shared this short
reflection on the wonder of Easter.

Christ is risen, alleluia!
The Lamb who died for us is
alive!
Alive for me!
Proclaim with loud voices his glory across all the
earth

The Lamb who died for us is alive!
In celebration we sing our joyous song,
Proclaim with loud voices his glory across all the
earth
His sacrifice accomplished, a victory won.

In celebration we sing our joyous song
Jesus, the Lord of all the earth
His sacrifice accomplished, a victory won.
All creation joins in love’s redeeming triumph

Jesus, the Lord of all the earth
Alive for me!
All creation joins in love’s redeeming triumph
Christ is risen, alleluia!
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Be sensitive to God’s presence

One morning in a city called Dothan, a servant of the
prophet Elisha awoke and was terrified because an
enemy army surrounded him and his boss. ‘What
shall we do?’ he cried. Elisha told him to chill out, for
‘Those who are with us are more than those who are
with them.’ Then Elisha prayed for him: ‘Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he
may see.’ And the Lord opened his eyes, and he saw that they were
surrounded by horses and chariots of fire – the power of God and
protection of God (see vv. 15-17 NKJV). As a result, their enemies were
neutralised.

What if this became your prayer as well? What if every time you were
challenged or burdened, God opened your spiritual eyes to see that you
too were surrounded by His power and protection? It happened to two
followers of Jesus who were walking on the road to Emmaus after the
crucifixion. A third man joined them. It was Jesus, walking and talking
with them – but they didn’t recognise Him until He began to pray. And then
they knew. Then they said, ‘Did not our heart burn within us while He
talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?’
(Luke 24:32 NKJV).

What if you were on the road to Emmaus, commuting into work, school, or
home – and Jesus was right there beside you? What if you could join the
‘fellowship of the burning heart’ and actually experience His presence?
You can. Just reach for Him, recognise Him, and respond to Him.

www.ucb.co.uk

The Zoom meeting ID and pass code for Sunday Worship at
Lune Street are:

Meeting ID: 992 4189 3207 Passcode: 453840

Prayers

If you would like to leave the name of someone who
needs Prayer, please add their name to the prayer
book as you come in on Sunday morning.

You can also leave a prayer leaf on our prayer
tree at the front of church on the right hand

side at anytime!
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Preston Church News.
Join with other Christians from Preston as we walk through the city
centre on Good Friday - a walk of witness.
We meet at 11am outside Starbucks /Emmaus at the Fishergate Centre
and walk silently to the Flag Market for a short act of worship.

Shroud of Turin

As part of our Centenary celebrations, a
replica of the Shroud of Turin and
supporting exhibition will be displayed at
Blackburn Cathedral from Monday 23rd
March until Sunday 12th April 2026.
It is a life-size replica of the original burial
shroud believed to have been used to wrap
the body of Jesus after the Crucifixion.
It offers a wonderful opportunity to learn more and study this sacred
cloth - which for some, has proved to be a deeply moving and profound
experience.

Preston Orpheus Choir

Preston Orpheus Choir invites you to our next concert – an eclectic mix
of music on the themes of Peace and Joy – from Bach to the Beatles,
Mozart to Mendelssohn, Verdi to Vivaldi and more besides – something
for everyone!

With soloists Aimée Maria Harris,
Jess D'Silva and Richard Costain,
pianist Paul Greenhalgh and Music
Director Dan Adams.

Saturday 18th April 2026 7.00pm in
Hope Methodist church, Chapel
Lane, New Longton, PR4 4AA.

Admission £14 (adults), £5 (under
18s).

Book now at:
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/prest
on-orpheus-choir/t-xdmpxqq or pay
on the door – cash, card or
contactless.
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News from the Methodist Church.

A prayer for events in the Middle East:

Revd Dr Leão Neto, General Secretary of the World Methodist Council, comments that
“The way of Jesus is the way of peace. He calls us to follow peace and reject war. Jesus
said: ‘blessed are the peacemakers.’” In that spirit we offer a prayer for Iran, written by a
member of the Methodist Farsi-speaking community.

Heavenly Father,
We believe that you are aware of the situation in Iran and its oppressed and defenceless
people.
We pray that you would protect the people and not allow any bloodshed of the innocent.
We pray for peace, freedom and the war to end as soon as possible.
May your will as it is done in heaven be done in Iran and the Middle East. In the name of
Jesus. Amen.

Green news:
More than 1,000 Methodist churches are now enrolled in
Eco Church, with over 700 having received an award,
reflecting the Church’s deepening commitment to creation
care and its Action for Hope net zero ambitions.

The Methodist Church in Great Britain has reached a significant milestone in its creation
care journey, with over 1000 sign-ups and 703 Eco Church awards now held by Methodist
congregations across England, Wales and Scotland.

News from Cuba:
Many people in Cuba are facing increasing
hardship, In recent months, the country has been
experiencing severe fuel shortages—no oil has
been imported since early January as a result of a US blockade—resulting in repeated
nationwide blackouts that have left communities without power for long stretches and
placed added strain on daily life and essential services. As a Connexion, we hold our
Cuban family before God, trusting in God’s grace at work among them and renewing our
commitment to walk alongside our global partners in prayer and solidarity.

Join us as we pray for Cuba, holding on to this scripture of hope:

So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature
is being renewed day by day. For our slight, momentary affliction is producing for us an
eternal weight of glory beyond all measure,  because we look not at what can be seen but
at what cannot be seen, for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is
eternal. (2 Corinthians 4: 16-18).

Let us pray:
Loving God, who knows all our needs before we even speak a word,
We lift up the people of Cuba before your throne of grace.
We pray for an end to the political impasse that is stopping the import
of fuel into Cuba and affecting daily life.

We pray that US and Cuban government dialogue will result in
opportunities for Cubans to flourish and reverse the sense of despair
that is so prevalent in Cuba, turning it into hope.

We pray that food and healthcare support will arrive in Cuba, enabling the Cuban state,
humanitarian organisations and faith-based organisations such as
 the Methodist Church in Cuba to offer emergency relief to local communities.
We pray for the Methodist Church in Cuba, asking you to grant Bishop Ricardo  Pereira
[Presiding Bishop of the Methodist Church in Cuba], District Superintendents and other
church personnel wisdom and grace to lead the church through this momentary affliction.

We pray that your church in Cuba, Methodist and other, will not lose heart but continue
to offer the eternal message of hope and salvation in Christ to their communities.

In Christ’s name we pray.
Amen

The President and Vice President of the Methodist Church in Britain

The Salvation Army Food Bank

Donations are always needed: e.g. toilet rolls, toothpaste &
toothbrushes, washing up liquid and washing machine

powder. Sugar, Coffee, Hot chocolate, Jam. tinned
potatoes and tinned vegetables. Thank you.


